
Am I affected by new 

FOOD SAFETY RULES 
under the 

FOOD SAFETY MODERNIZATION ACT? 

A Flowchart for Farmers and Food Businesses 

How to Use This Flowchart: 

1) There are 2 sections: one for the Produce Rule and one for the Preventive Controls

(Facility) Rule -these are the two main FSMA rules for businesses that grow and

process food for people to eat. Start with PART 1 of each. If you find out at the end of

Part 1 that you may be affected, proceed to Part 2 for details.

2) FARMERS: some farms may not be subject to either rule, some farms may be subject

to just the Produce Rule, and some farms may be subject to BOTH the Produce Rule and

the Preventive Controls Rule. You should read PART 1 of both to be sure.

3) This flowchart is intended to help you determine whether and to what extent your

farm or food business MIGHT be impacted by the FSMA rules. This is not legal advice.

Each operation is different, and your obligations under FSMA could change based on

the specifics of your operation.

Timing Reminder: most farms have at least two years - until January 20 7 8 - to come

into compliance with the Produce Rule. Many smaller farms will have three or four 

years. And most smaller processors will have two to three years to come into 

compliance with the Preventive Controls (Facility) Rule (Sept 207 7 or 2018). 

More FSMA Information: 

h ttp:!!s usta i nableag ricu /tu re. net!fsma 
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