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Randy Drinkard, Bartow County Extension Agent

Yellow Jackets are Buzzing Around Now
   It should have been an ordinary "doing what cats do" day for Cleo, our family cat. Cleo was playfully exploring the backyard a few days ago, sniffing around in my liriope bed trying to find something of interest. Suddenly, she flipped around, tucked her tail between her legs, and quickly ran away, snapping at flying tormentors on both sides of her.

   When Cleo finally outran what was after her, she stopped and looked back at the liriope bed with a "what was that?" look on her face. Cleo may not have known what she'd gotten into, but I knew. She had accidentally found a yellow jacket’s nest. I'm glad she was the one to find it instead of me. The nest was below ground, as most nests are. They are often found around rotten stumps or on the sides of terraces, gullies and ditches.

   Recently, the Bartow County Extension office has been receiving calls from area homeowners who are concerned about the large number of yellow jackets around their homes, especially in backyards near decks and patios. The yellow jackets are attracted to the sugar in the soft drink cans or candy wrappers that are tossed into garbage cans outside. And they often come from quite some distance to get the sugar.

   Yellow jackets aren't the only stinging insects in large numbers this year. Hornets are out in large numbers, too. I suppose everyone is familiar with the bald-faced, or white-faced, hornet. Surely you've seen a hornet's nest, shaped like a bloated football, high up in a tree or under the eve of a building.

    The hornet that causes the most concern is the giant European hornet. The size of it alone is enough to scare folks.  European hornets can be more than an inch long. Unlike the bald-faced hornet, they are more brown than black. They also have yellow markings  on their abdomens. They are frequently attracted to lights at night, too.
   Hornets and yellow jackets are very aggressive if they believe their nests are being threatened. And they both can sting repeatedly. If you're smart, you'll wait to control these insects until the evening or early morning, when they're in their nests and are at rest. You'll be much less likely to get stung as they are not nearly as active at these particular times. 
   Sevin is deadly on yellow jackets and hornets. Just apply it in and around the yellow jacket nests in the early morning or evening. Pyrethroids (permethrin, resmethrin, and others) are available in aerosols, some of which produce a jet stream so you can stay a safe distance away. Aim at the nest opening in trees, bushes, ground cracks and crevices.  Don’t make any sudden movements, if possible, as this will alert them to your location. As always, when using any chemical pesticides - read and follow all label directions.
   Don’t be like poor Cleo. She got too close and found out the painful way just how aggressive yellow jackets can be.

If you have questions about controlling yellow jackets or hornets, contact the Bartow County Extension Service office at 770-387-5142 or uge1015@arches.uga.edu.

