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Who Needs a License to Kill?

If you read this column very often you probably have noticed that I get a kick out

of the old James Bond movies. The larger than life villains and over the top gadgets are

pure entertainment. The thing that really amazes me is his “license to kill.” Yeah, right!

I’m just glad my wife didn’t have one when I broke one of her favorite Christmas dishes

over the holidays! You know, secret agents are not the only ones who may need a license

to kill. Anyone who applies pesticides for hire or who uses restricted use pesticides must

have a license. Recently, I have noticed a lot of confusion among homeowners and even

landscapers concerning pesticide license requirements.

First, of all, let me clear up what is meant by pesticides. Pesticides include those

garden chemicals that are designed to kill bugs or weeds or protect against disease

pathogens. Many of these products are available over the counter and the average

homeowner does not need a license to use them on their own property. Whenever any

pesticide is used, however, the label directions must be obeyed to the letter!

Many pesticides are produced which are unavailable for homeowner use. These

products may be more strongly concentrated, more toxic, or may persist longer in the

environment. These are classed as “Restricted Use” pesticides and require the applicator

to have a private applicator’s license. These licenses are issued only to people who are

actively engaged in producing an agricultural commodity. Private applicators receive

specialized training on pesticide use, safety, and environmental protection and must pass

a test before the license is issued by the Georgia Department of Agriculture.

When the applicator is not engaged in the production of an agricultural

commodity, a commercial applicator license is required to purchase, use, or supervise the

use of restricted pesticides on your own property or the property of your employer.

Commercial licenses are issued in a number of categories such as “Category #24 –

Ornamental and Turf Pest Control” and “ Category #23 Forest Pest Control.” The

applicator’s license must be in the appropriate category for the application that is being

made. Training for a commercial license is much more detailed and the testing is very

thorough. All licensed pesticide applicators must receive continuing education credit in

order to renew their licenses.

When an applicator is paid to apply any type pesticide, regardless of whether it is

classified as a general use or a restricted pesticide, to the property of another person, the

applicator is required to have both the appropriate Commercial Pesticide Applicator

License and a Pesticide Contractor License. Several local lawn care companies apply

glyphosate (Roundup and other trade names) and other common garden chemicals to

their client’s landscapes. If they don’t have a Commercial Applicator’s License and a

Pesticide Contractor’s License, they are breaking the law. These laws are enforced by the

Georgia Department of Agriculture. The potential fines can be quite substantial.

These laws are in place to be sure that pesticide applicators in Georgia are fully

trained and know how to use these materials safely in order to protect ourselves and our

environment. For more information about pesticide applicator training give me a call at

864-2275. You can also visit the Georgia Department of Agriculture web site. Once their

home page, click on “Divisions”, then “Plant Industry” and finally click on “Pesticides.”

