What is Flying Into My Yard?
August 28, 2003

We are being inundated with little white flies.  Is there anything we can do to make them go away?  Adult white flies are 1/8 inch long.  They hover in small clouds when you shake the plants they are resting on. They may be found flying around the landscape.  Whiteflies do not bite people.

Whiteflies suck sap out of bushes and trees.  This can stunt the plant but will not usually kill it immediately.  Affected plants may have small yellow leaves.  The white flies also exude a sticky, sugary honeydew.  A black sooty mold can grow on this honeydew.  Once you control the whiteflies, the sooty mold should eventually disappear.

Find out where the whiteflies are coming from.  They are especially bad on gardenias but also attack ligustrum, annuals and many other plants.  Shake the plant or turn the leaves over and look for white flies.  The young look like small translucent scales stuck to the undersides of the leaves.

Whiteflies are hard to kill.  You may need to spray at least two times to get good control.  Even then, the white flies may return.  You can use insecticides like imidacloprid, disulfoton, cyfluthrin, insecticidal soap or others.  Read and follow all label directions. 
Imidacloprid is systemic.  It is taken up by the plant and moved into the young leaves. Whiteflies die when they feed on the plant’s sap.  This chemical would be my first choice for controlling whiteflies.  It is sold as ‘Bayer Advanced Tree & Shrub Insect Control.’  Read the label to make sure you have the correct chemical.  Look under active ingredient for the name, ‘imidacloprid.’  

Imidacloprid can be used as a spray or it can be drenched around the roots of the plant.  The drench requires more chemical, but control should last for the rest of the growing season.  A drench with imidacloprid gives season long protection, but the chemical may take a while to work.  You may want to combine a spray with the drench to get quicker action.  Imidacloprid also works well on aphids and mealy bugs.
Insecticidal soap kills the adult whiteflies that it contacts.  It is safer for you, your family and the good bugs in your yard.  It may take more sprays though to kill the white flies.  You must get very good coverage for best control.  Be careful to spray the undersides of the leaves where the whiteflies rest.
House flies are about to carry me away?  There are maggots in my trash can!  Let me share with you the latest information from UGA Entomologist, Dr. Nancy Hinkle.  In summer, flies can hatch and mature to adult flies in less than a week.  Fly eggs laid Monday can lead to maggots crawling out of the can by Thursday.  Once a week trash pick up will not be enough to stay ahead of these pests.
Seal all garbage so that flies cannot get in and lay eggs.  This is very important!  If you have maggots, the trash is not sealed well enough.  Use fly proof cans (no slits or gaps between lid and can) or seal trash into plastic bags.  Plastic bags seal in odors that can attract flies.  Wash the trash can with soapy water to remove food and odors that attract flies from up to a quarter mile away.  Scoop up after pets once a day and flush or bury their waste.
Hardware stores sell fly traps that attract and kill adult flies.  These traps are filled with water and something foul smelling that attracts the flies.  These traps do not use poisons to kill the flies.  You can also buy toxic fly baits.

QuikStrike has a toxic bait which is has been placed on a panel.  Flies feed on the bait and die, often not far from where the panel is placed.  Follow all label directions when using this or any other pesticide. These panels must not be exposed to sunlight or rain.
You may want to spray an insecticide like cyfluthrin, cypermethrin (Demon, Cynoff), deltamethrin or tralomethrin on the interior of trash cans or in other places flies land.

