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What are these white C-shaped grubs in the soil under my lawn? White grubs are the immature forms of May, June and Japanese beetles.  Look for the adult beetles buzzing over the landscape in May and June.  They lay eggs, which hatch into small white C-shaped grubs.  These grubs have brown heads and often have dark tails.  They live in the soil for most of the year and many feed on plant roots.   Many yards have these but I find few lawns in middle Georgia that have enough to warrant treatment.  It takes quite a few grubs in a lawn to make a pesticide necessary. 

Do I need to treat for white grubs?  See how many grubs you have first.  Cut a one foot square piece of turf on three sides.  Roll it back like a piece of carpet.  Dig in the soil down to 4 to 6 inches deep and count the grubs.  If you have 4 or more grubs per square foot, then we need to assess the situation to see if you need to treat for grubs. You may want to identify the grubs.  Some grubs are worse than others.   Well-cared for lawns can withstand up to 20 per square foot of certain types of white grubs. 

What can I use to kill white grubs?  Grubs are hard to kill.  Injecting chemicals into the soil is probably best, but hard to do.  Milky Spore disease is not very useful in our area since it only kills Japanese beetles, which are not very common here. 

Insecticides used for grub control include carbaryl (Sevin), cyfluthrin, trichlorfon,  halofenizide and imidacloprid. The best time to treat for grubs is early July. Grubs are small and easier to kill in July. Insecticide applications in winter or spring may not do a good job controlling grubs.

If you are evaluating your lawn for grubs, you may not be able to find them in May and June because they are in the adult phase. Adult white grubs are the May, June and Japanese beetles you see flying over your lawn and landscape. 

Arm yourself with information before you try to manage these lawn insects.  See our publication on white grubs in turf at http://www.ces.uga.edu/pubcd/l428-w.html or contact your local Extension Office. 

