Week of May 28, 2000


Where Is Your Water Sprinkler?


Willie Chance

My wife was wondering out loud the other day, (Where is our sprinkler?(  We should have known to ask the youngest Chance, Rebecca.  She said she knew where it was - up a tree in the yard.  After she recovered it, Mom asked, (How did it get there?(  (I stored it up there until I needed it.(
Perhaps you do not store your sprinkler in a tree.  Wherever it is, I am sure you have been looking for it.  We are in a two year long drought.  Water supplies in many areas are at record lows.  Water restrictions are beginning.  

As gardeners and homeowners, what can we do?  Our plants are 80% or more water.  They use it to keep cool, make food and grow.  How can we help them?

Xeriscaping is a new name for an old concept.  It means that we garden so to make the most of water.  Here is some ways to do this.

Some of us water too often.  Once plants are established, they do not need water every day.

Water lawns, shrubs and perennials with one inch of water about once a week or one-half to three-quarter inch twice a week.  How long should your system run to put this much out?  Put a rain gauge or can under it, turn it on and time it.  Do not water again until the soil dries out.  This will usually be about once a week during dry weather, but you will probably have to water vegetables and annuals twice a week.  Watering this way conserves water and produces a healthier plant with deeper roots.  

Water between 9:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m.  You lose less water to evaporation at night.  Also, plant leaves dry quickly in the morning reducing disease problems.

Turf is a water hog.  Reduce the amount of lawn you have.  Turn it into mulched beds, ground covers, mulched tree areas and shrub beds.  Select a drought tolerant turf - like Bermudagrass or Zoysia.  St. Augustine is intermediate and Centipede is the least drought tolerant.

Mulch everything you can with two to four inches of pine straw, pine bark, leaves or ground up landscape waste.

When planting annuals and perennials, till in two to four inches of compost or ground pine bark.  Contact our office for a list of free or cheap compost or mulch sources.

Redesign your lawn, grouping plants by water needs.  Put high water requiring plants (annual flowers and turf) in one spot and keep it well watered.  Other areas can be left dry.  Use drought tolerant plants where possible.  Contact us for details.

Dig wide planting holes when planting.  It is best to till up large beds when planting trees and shrubs and plant them in this bed.  This promotes better rooting which helps water uptake.  Never plant trees and shrubs deeper than they originally grew.

Xeriscaping produces a healthier landscape.  It reduces maintenance, saves money and

produces a nice landscape.  For more details, contact us at wchance@uga.edu or see the UGA website at www.ces.uga.edu   Our phone number is listed under Houston County Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

A brief list of some drought tolerant plants.  See the UGA website or call your local Extension Office for others.

Trees





Shrubs/Ornamental Grasses

Chinese Pistache




Spirea

Hollies






Mahonia




Japanese Zelkova




Dwarf Yaupon Holly

Lacebark Elm





Aucuba

Florida Maple
(Southern Sugar Maple)

Barberry

Crape Myrtle





Chinese Holly

Ground Covers/Vines


Perennials

Asiatic Jasmine




Gaura

Daylily






Black-eyed Susan

St. Johns Wort





Russian Sage

Honeysuckle





Red Hot Poker

Carolina Jessamine




Rosemary

Wintercreeper Euonymus



Agave

Annuals


Baby(s Breath

Verbena

Annual periwinkle

Dusty Miller

Gazania

Portulaca

