Warning – Gardens Can be Deceiving!
February 25, 2005
Did you know that dogs will fib? I do not know if cats lie, I cannot always tell what they are saying. Dogs however will lie to you!
This does not mean I do not like dogs! We have two great ones. It is just that you cannot always trust what they say. Let me give you an example of their deceitful ways. The dogs may have just eaten, their tummies will be pooched out like a pig’s but they will beg for food as though they were starving! Their faces seem to say, “I haven’t eaten in a week, Please feed me!” 
The worse thing is their eyes. If I try to eat around ‘Princess’ our smallest dog, she will gently put her head on my leg, turn her face upward toward me and give me ‘the eyes.’ Her gaze seems to say, “How can you bear to eat in front of me while I starve to death?” What a fibber! I have just learned to not look at the dogs when they do this.
Gardens can be like this as well – somewhat deceiving. Be careful what you believe at this time of the year!
The plants are budding out. Can I fertilize my lawn now? Do not believe spring’s siren song! We may still get some more cold weather.

The average last frost date for our area is around mid-March. We can have frosts into early April. The weather in Georgia can be quite unpredictable. As someone said, “If you do not like our weather, wait 15 minutes – it will change.”
Late frosts can damage lawns as they green up. Early fertilization can make our lawns green up early and make them more susceptible to damage. We do not recommend that you fertilize your lawn until the danger of frost is past – in early April.

My roses are budding out – what should I do? February is a good time to prune almost anything. The main exception to this would be spring blooming plants - those that bloom before May 1. Prune these spring blooming plants after they bloom so we will not prune off the flowers.

Prune most roses now. The exception is climbing roses. Prune them after their first bloom. The pruning method depends on the type of rose you have. See this site for more information - www.pubs.caes.uga.edu/caespubs/pubcd/b671-w.html
Remove all clippings and fallen leaves and destroy them. This can reduce disease levels this year. Re-new the mulch around the plant if necessary. Plants should have a two to three inch deep mulch around them. 

Fertilize roses in early April. If your roses require spraying, begin sprays as soon as you see new leaves emerging. Unless your rose variety has a good bit of disease resistance, it will probably need spraying. Do not wait until you see disease forming on your plant. It may be very difficult to control the disease if you wait to begin sprays. 
When can I plant some of my favorite flowers and vegetables? Although this varies with the weather, here are some suggested planting dates. In February; plant Irish potatoes, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, lettuce, mustard, English peas, radishes, spinach and turnips. Continue to plant Irish potatoes in March as well as cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, collards, carrots and greens. Around April 1; begin planting the warm season vegetables - beans, cantaloupe, sweet corn, cucumber, eggplant, okra, southern peas, peppers, squash, tomatoes and watermelons. Plant tender herbs in April.  After April 15, plant sweet potatoes.  Peppers, okra and southern peas may do better if planted after soils warm up well.                 
Warm season annual flowers can be planted around the first of April. Plant shrubs, trees and perennials as soon as possible.

Although we cannot predict spring weather, it is fun to anticipate its arrival. Working with gardens can be like playing with your dogs. You cannot believe all you hear, but you can use some discretion and this will help you to enjoy the fun these activities provide.
