Week of August 6, 2000


When Daddy is Away, Children Will Play

Elizabeth and Rebecca Chance

Dada is on a business trip this week.  So we are ‘riting his article for him.  Don’t tell him though, he gets so uptight about these things.

He really don’t know all the answers anyway.  He looks it all up in books.  Yep! And you thought he was smart!  Really, Mommy is the smart one.  We know cause she told us she was.

We looked in Dada’s trash can at work and found all his little pink papers.  They had your names and questions on them.  He throws them away after he calls you, but we like to play with them.  I don’t know what he told you, but here are the real answers.

What do I do with the dead patches in my lawn?  Daddy says to rake out the dead and try to figure out what killed it.  Boring!

Instead, get Momma’s best spoons and dig for buried treasure. Don’t worry if you lose one of them.  Daddy will find it with the lawn mower.  They have such interesting shapes after he finds this way, but they sure are hard to eat with.  Both he and the mower make such cool noises when he finds them.  Whang! Pow! Wing-Ding-Zing.  Grumble, Grumble (that’s Daddy!).

How should I water my lawn?   First, put on your bathing suit, sunglasses, beach shoes and umbrella.  Proper sprinkler selection is important, too.  The Mickey Mouse or Crazy Daisy sprinklers are best.  Then turn it on and jump in!

Daddy wants you to water with one inch of water once a week.  How can you tell how much that is?  Put out a pan to catch the water and see how long it takes.  Water this long each time!  This pan thing would work better if the kitty would quit drinking out of it.  “No Daddy, I don’t know how that mud pie got in your pan!”

What can I put in my compost pile?  Compost piles are neat!  All kinds of creepy crawlies live there.  We put leaves, grass and vegetables from the kitchen in ours.  Daddy said not to put egg shells, meat or bones in it because it may attract dogs or cats.  What a spoil sport!  We can always use more pets.

How can I attract birds?  We cut the crusts off our sandwiches for them!  Let them get dry and crumbly.  The ones you don’t feed to your tad poles, you can give to the birds.  Daddy wants us to eat the crusts.  He says, “They will make you grow.”  It seems to work on Daddy.  He eats them and grows.  Only he quit growing on the ends and just grows around the middle.  Planting trees and shrubs in your yard helps, too.  Call daddy for a list.

How do I kill dandelions?  Why would you want to?  Pick the flowers and make a daisy chain necklace.  You can also feed them to your bunny.  Ours is named Buttercup, what is yours named?  She doesn’t like them when they get old and grey-headed.  Then take them and parade around the neighborhood and send the seeds flying on the winds.  Ooo, look!  Dandelions are coming up in all the neighbor’s yards.  How did that happen?

I guess the neighbors can just get some of that Weed Be Gon or 33 Plus that Daddy recommends and spray them.  Daddy said little girls are not to play with the chemicals or play on the lawn until several hours after it dries.  Chemicals like these can be even more toxic to us kids ‘cause we’re smaller.  He said to use it several times in a row.

Daddy is out of town this week, and we are in Tennessee with Grandma.  Send him an ‘electric mail’ message at wchance@uga.edu or call him on Monday, August 14 at 542-2020 when he gets back.  Bye for now.

