Week of May 2, 1999


What is That in Your Yard?


Willie Chance

Is there a round circle of dead grass in your lawn with green grass at the center?  Does it look like there is a dead ring or semi-circle in your lawn?  If so, you may have a fairy ring.

Fairy rings, I believe, were so named because it was said that this was where fairies danced at night, killing the grass.  Some people have vivid imaginations!  These rings can sprout mushrooms, which probably encouraged this wild explanation.

They are actually caused by a fungus growing under ground.  This fungus ‘water proofs’ the soil, destroying roots and the plant.  There is no chemical we can spray to kill it.  Bermuda grass is a little resistant but others are susceptible.

Instead, spike the dead area deeply with a pitch fork.  This opens up the fungus mat.  Then soak the area well with water.  Keep the soil very moist for two weeks.  The fungus prefers dry soils and may fade out with time.  (For the fanciful, doing this makes the fairies dance elsewhere so they won’t get their feet wet.)

What drilled all those holes in your lawn?  They look like small ant mounds with a ½ to 3/4 inch hole in the center.  

Digger wasps and bees dig holes in lawns and stock them with bugs.  They lay eggs on these and the young feed on these as they grow.  Try to let them live, if possible.  If you must, spray or pour liquid Sevin or Dursban down the hole to kill them.  Remember, they are destroying other bugs and can be helpful.

Some times we think these diggers are mole crickets.  Mole crickets make winding tunnels the width of your finger.  Look for these tunnels on bare ground.  They eat the roots off and the dying grass pulls up easily.  I have not heard of many mole crickets but lots of digger wasps.

Why is that dead patch in your lawn?  Most lawn problems now are due to preceding year’s droughts.  Dry weather damages roots much like poor nutrition damages our health.  The result can be declining health and even death.

If I have a pet lawn peeve, it is this.  If you have a sprinkler system, use it properly.  Do not water lightly and often.  Wet the soil 8 to 12 inches deep and then wait until it dries.  How can you do this?  I am glad you asked!

Whenever you water, apply one inch each time.  Turn on your system and put a pie pan under it.  Watch the clock.  How long does it take to catch one inch of water?  Once you find out, water it this long each time.

How often depends on your lawn and grass type.  Wait until the lawn dries before watering.  It will turn grey, the leaves will roll up and foot prints will stay in it long after you pass by.  Wait until you see these signs before you water.

This is a generalization, but in the summer these lawn types may need watering at these intervals - Zoysia (5 to7 days), Centipede (8 to12 days), St. Augustine (12 to18 days) and Bermuda (14 to21 days).  Notice that Bermuda grass and St. Augustine are more drought tolerant.

For more information on ‘whatever that is in your lawn,’ contact the Houston County Extension Office at 542-2020 or visit our website at http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston
Also look for the April/May Garden Bench newsletter at your local garden center.

