February 26, 2003

Spring is on its way.  The lawn is greening up.  OOPS! The green looks like weeds.  What can we do?

How can I control the weeds in my yard?  The weeds we see now are winter weeds.  Many of them germinated in November or December and have grown slowly until now.  As temperatures climb, these weeds will grow quickly, bloom and than die as the weather gets hot.

These weeds will be difficult to control now.  They have been growing for quite a while and are well established.  They should have been prevented by using a pre-emergence herbicide last fall and winter.  We use pre-emergence herbicides (Atrazine on all warm season grasses except Bermuda grass) in mid-October and again in early December to keep these weeds from coming up.  Once the weeds are up and large, they are very hard to control with chemicals.

I suggest that you mow these weeds and collect the clippings.  This will make the lawn look better and remove seeds that could germinate next year.  

Although these winter weeds are very difficult to control with herbicides, you can use weed killers now to prevent the summer flush of weeds.  Use pre-emergence herbicides in mid-February (about now) and 45 days later (early April).  These two applications should help prevent many summer weeds from getting a start.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What pre-emergence herbicide should you use?  What kind of weeds did you have last year and will expect this year?  What type of lawn grass do you have? 


Atrazine prevents broadleaf weeds better than grassy weeds.  Atrazine can be used on all warm season turf except green Bermuda grass. It should not be used on Bermuda grass unless it is fully dormant (brown).  Atrazine can also be used as a post-emergence weed killer after weeds emerge.  


On Bermuda grass and other warm season grasses, you can use other pre-emergence herbicides instead of Atrazine.  These are better at controlling grasses but will control some small seeded broadleaf weeds.  These include Pendulum or Pre-M (pendamethalin), Surflan (oryzalin), Balan (benefin) and XL (benefin and oryzalin).  Make sure that you put these herbicides out before the weeds come up.  These will not work after weeds emerge from the soil.  These pre-emergence herbicides may slow your lawn grass from growing back into and covering bare patches.  You may want to wait until the lawn is fully grown in to use them.   Use the same time of application as for Atrazine.


We suggest that you do not use pre-emergence herbicides on turf that is less than a year old.  Avoid applying them to weak turf or during lawn green up in the spring. Read  and follow all label directions.  Each herbicide may have special guidelines you must follow.
If you still want to try to kill the weeds we see now with chemicals, you can spray broadleaf weeds with Weed Be Gon, 33 Plus or the equivalent.  Expect poor weed control because herbicides work poorly on large weeds.  Most of these weeds are going to die in May anyway, so I ask – why spray them?  Just mow them now and wait for them to die.  Then prevent the summer weeds before they get started.

When do I apply Weed and Feed?  Weed and Feed contains a fertilizer and a herbicide.  The weed killer is usually a pre-emergence herbicide.  Pre-emergence herbicides should be applied first in mid-February and again in early April.  Fertilizer should not be applied until April 1.  Since the fertilizer and the herbicide should be applied at different times, there is no one good time to apply Weed and Feed.  I recommend that you apply the fertilizer and weed control separately.  This will avoid problems.  
Be especially careful about putting weed killers on lawn while the lawn is greening up.  The lawn can be damaged by herbicides during this time.  Try not to use weed killers from the time the lawn is half greened up until it is fully green.

