Where Is Your Water Sprinkler?

April 8, 2004

My wife was wondering out loud one day, (Where is our sprinkler?(  We should have known to ask our youngest daughter, Rebecca.  She knew where it was - up a tree in the yard.  After we recovered it, Mom asked Rebecca, (How did it get there?(  (I stored it up there until I needed it.(
Perhaps you do not store your sprinkler in a tree.  Wherever it is, I am sure you will be looking for it soon.
The weather is very dry now. It is unusual for the ground to be so dry so early. It is also unfortunate. Our lawns, shrubs and trees are trying to green up now. This requires water. This is also a very sensitive time of the year for some plants. They are more susceptible to injury now. 

Keep lawns and turf moist but not overly wet.  Water lawns, shrubs and perennials with three-quarters to inch of water each time.  How long should your system run to put this much out?  Put a rain gauge or can under the sprinkler, turn the system on and time it.  Water this long each time.

Do not water again until the soil dries out.  This will usually be about once a week during dry weather, but you will probably have to water vegetables and annuals twice a week.  Watering this way conserves water and produces a healthier plant with deeper roots.  

Water between 9:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m.  You lose less water to evaporation at night.  Also, plant leaves dry quickly in the morning reducing disease problems.

Turf is a water hog.  You can reduce the amount of lawn you have and lower your need for water. Turn turf areas into mulched beds, ground covers, mulched tree areas and shrub beds.  You could also select a drought tolerant turf - like Bermuda grass or Zoysia.  St. Augustine and Centipede have less drought tolerance.

Mulch all your shrubs, trees and flowers with two to four inches of pine straw, pine bark, leaves or ground up landscape waste.  When planting annuals and perennials, till in two to four inches of compost or ground pine bark.  Contact our office for a list of free or cheap compost or mulch sources.

Redesign your lawn, grouping plants by water needs.  Put high water requiring plants (annual flowers and turf) in one spot and keep it well watered.  Other areas can be planted to more drought tolerant plants and watered less often.  Use drought tolerant plants where possible.  Contact us for details.

Dig wide planting holes when planting.  It is best to till up large beds when planting trees and shrubs and to plant them in this bed.  This promotes better rooting which helps water uptake.  Never plant trees and shrubs deeper than they originally grew.

Do not fertilize unless plants have plenty of water. Fertilizers are salts and can burn the plant if the soil is dry. Herbicides often will not work as well on drought stressed weeds. Delay chemical weed control and fertilization until the plants receive adequate water. 
Some of the biggest risk of drought is to newly planted shrubs and trees. These plants have a small root ball and must draw all of their water from this area. The ground around the tree or shrub can be moist but the root ball itself can still be dry. This can permanently damage the plants.
Check the root balls of newly planted trees and shrubs. When watering, direct water to the root ball. Make sure the root ball stays moist until the plant gets established. It can take six months for a shrub to get established or a year for a tree. Do not water too often though. The ground needs to dry slightly between you water again. Soils that stay wet all the time have little if any oxygen in them. Roots can die for lack of oxygen.

Remember that our plants are 80 to 90 percent water. Do not let them dry out now or they may never recover. Do not be deceived by our cool spring weather. Many plants need watering now to do their best.

