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Several weeks ago we talked about landscape renovation.  By this time of the year the weather has made our lawns and gardens look bedraggled.  Renovation improves their looks and ability to grow and do well this fall.  You can also renovate your vegetable garden.

To begin renovating your vegetable garden, first remove all dead and dying plants.  Even after plants die they can still spread disease to other plants.  Remove plants, compost those that are not diseased and throw the rest in the trash.  Prune dead limbs out also.

One of the best ways to renovate is to re-plant.  We still have time to mature a crop of squash, tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, butterbeans, peas and many other vegetables.  Wait for cooler temperatures in early September to plant snap beans.  Cabbage, greens, broccoli, and cauliflower will probably also do better once it cools off--though they can take some heat.  Kale and cabbage do okay when it is hot, but prefer cooler temperatures.

Plant just like you did in the spring.  Till the area again.  Try to bury plant debris as they may harbor diseases.  It is very important to re-fertilize since spring fertilizer is mostly gone by now.

It may be hard to find tomato plants now.  If you have plants that are free of disease and insects--you can cut limbs off of them and root them.  Cut limbs about 4 to 6 inches long and break off all flowers and the leaves on the bottom half.  Stick the bottom end of the cutting in a pot of sand or potting soil.  Water thoroughly .

Put the cuttings in a shady place and keep them moist.  You may want to put the entire pot in a plastic bag.  This will keep the humidity high so the plants do not dry out.  Do not let the plants get too hot though in the plastic bags.

Shade new transplants in the garden.  You can make a frame of sticks and drape newspaper over it or stick leafy branches in the ground around the plant.  Water plants well until they get established.

If plants have gotten old but the roots are okay, try ratooning.  This is a method whereby the top of the plant is cut off and allowed to regrow.  I know this will work with eggplant, but you may want to try it with other vegetables like beans, peas, and pepper.

Ratoon only healthy plants.  Cut the eggplants 8 to 12 inches tall.  You want to remove all limbs, leaving just the main stems.  Cut others plants as high as needed to accomplish this.  Compost or throw away the cut off limbs.

Fertilize and water after cutting.  Fertilize again in 4 weeks and water twice a week, if it doesn't rain, with about 3/4 inch of water each time.  Ratooned eggplant will take about 45 to 60 days to produce.

Fertilize the remaining plants now with 8 to 10 pounds per 1000 square feet of 10-10-10 or 8-8-8 or something similar.  Water as described earlier.  Mulch around plants to conserve water.

Keep vegetables harvested regularly.  Once fruit begins to mature on the plant, the plant will stop producing.  Remove old fruit even if you do not plan to eat it.

If you have enough vegetables, you may just want to get ready for this fall’s or next spring's garden.  Hot dry summer weather is a good time to kill pests that have made your garden their home.

Remove and destroy diseased plants.  Do not add them to the compost pile.  Send them off in the trash.  Plow the garden regularly.  Destroying weeds keeps them from going to seed.  Tilling helps dry the soil, killing nematodes and exposing buried insects so they can be eaten by birds or killed by the heat.

Vegetable garden renovation is hard work but it should pay off in loads of fresh vegetables.  Garden renovation, like home renovation, makes your living environment more beautiful and more useful to you.  As usual, call the Houston county Extension office if you need help.

I am planning a vacation for this week.  I will probably be unavailable until the afternoon of Monday, August 12.  You may call my office in Warner Robins at 542-2020 or the Perry office at 987-2028 to leave a message for me or phone me when I return.  Have a good week.

