
Don’t let one of those pesky turfgrass diseases ruin your client’s perfect green lawn this spring.  Watch out for early signs and symptoms and you can minimize the damage.  There are 11 very common turfgrass diseases in Georgia, but 3 are shown here.

Dollar spot is commonly identified by small, distinct 3cm circular patches of yellow or brown colored grass.  Individual leaf blades develop white lesions.  All warm and cool season grasses are susceptible.  To control dollar spot, fertilize with adequate levels of nitrogen, especially in spring and summer, mow regularly, decrease thatch, and void drought stress.  Fungicides are available such as: maneb, mancozeb, myclobutanil (Immunox), and thiophanoate (Cleary’s 3336). Fungicides alone will not control dollar spot and environmental conditions must be changed as well.
Large patch, generally produces no leaf lesions.  Brown patch and large patch are the two most common diagnosed diseases on turf samples at UGA Disease Diagnostic clinics.  Brown patch affects cool season species.  Conditions favoring development are:  high humidity, high day temperature (80F) and 55-60F night temperature.  To control, decrease nitrogen fertility when the pathogen is active, increase the cutting height, irrigate early in the day, increase drainage, decrease thatch, apply fungicides such as:  maneb, mancozeb, myclobutanil (Immunox), and thiophanoate (Cleary’s 3336).  
When pythium root rot becomes a problem, you won’t see distinct patches of yellowing grass as with the dollar spot and brown patch.  You won’t see any leaf lesions either.  Pythium root rot affects all warm season grassand is common on highly maintained turf.  It occurs in high soil moisture, low drainage, and low light areas.  To manage pythium root rot, increase mowing height, maintain fertility, avoid over watering, increase drainage, apply fungicides such as maneb, mancozeb, and azoxystrobin (Heritage).   These are just a few of our most common diseases in Georgia you may see this spring and summer.  Don’t let those troublesome turfgrass diseases run rampant.  Identify them, and work to put them under control.  
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