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How do I get grass to grow under trees?  Grass and trees do not get along.  Have you ever noticed that in the woods, no grass grows under trees? Trees and turf are not good neighbors.

Trees and turf both need the same resources - sunlight, water and fertilizer.  When these two compete – the lawn usually loses.  Often we blame the death of the grass on lack of light.  This may be true but I believe that more of the problem is due to lack of water.  Trees are very efficient at drawing water out of the ground.

I would prefer that we not try to grow grass under trees.  It is such a struggle and requires so much work and water.  Why not just replace the grass with mulch?  This would look nice and may improve the health of the tree.  You can often use mulched areas just like you would grassed areas.  
Mulch is free (contact us for a list of sources) or inexpensive and easy to maintain.  If you want more color, you can plant a ground cover but this will dramatically increase maintenance.  
If you still want to grow grass – plant a shade tolerant grass.  St. Augustine is most shade tolerant followed by Zoysia and then centipede.  You can also remove or limb-up trees to let more light in.  When pruning trees, remember that your trees are more valuable that your tuft.  You can replace turf but not trees!

Watering properly will help grass grow in difficult areas.  Water the soil deeply and then let it dry out before watering again.  Apply three – quarter inch of water when the soil is dry and then again as needed.   This will usually be about once a week during very, dry weather.  Do not water more often than twice a week!

Hard compacted soils may also be a problem under trees.  Of course, you cannot till under trees.  Mulch would be a great option in areas like these. 

What is this large, redheaded lizard?  Is it poisonous?  First of all, there are no poisonous lizards native to Georgia.   These large lizards are usually skinks.  They can be up to twelve inches long with red heads.  They may have stripes and a blue tail.  They can live in holes and seem to be partial to living around steps of homes.  

Though they are harmless, some people object to them making our home their home.  There is no good control for them.  You may try spraying the area with an insecticide like permethrin, malathion, or cypermethrin.  This may kill their food supply and make the lizards move away.  Change outside porch light bulbs to the type that does not attract bugs.

I would try to ignore them if I could.  You can trap them on a glue board or sticky trap.  You will still have to kill them.  Some people try home made repellants but even if they work (which is doubtful) they will have to be renewed periodically and after rain. 

Aren’t the spring flowers pretty?  Yes they are!  Why don’t you cut some and bring them inside to enjoy?  You can actually force spring flowering shrubs and trees to bloom inside.  Interested?  Contact the Houston County Extension Office and ask for information on force-blooming plants.
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