Week of March 28, 1999


Tracking Furry Garden Vandals

Willie Chance














Moles and voles are a dastardly duo.  They tunnel in yards and landscapes leaving tunnels and destruction in their wake.  These furry garden gangsters become more active as temperature increase, so look out for them.

Gardeners are used to furry creatures.  Squirrels climb our trees, dig up our seeds and plunder our bird feeders.  Moles make our lawn their subway.  But, what are voles?  

Gopher and orchard mouse are two names for this nemesis.  They are the size of a mouse with a short tail.  They tunnel like moles, but unlike moles they feed on plants.  They chew on many plants but seem to crave certain ones - like hosta.

Look for evidence of their nefarious activity.  Softer plants just seem to disappear or die and when dug up having no roots or chewed stems and lower leaves.  They leave more dramatic damage on woody plants.  They chew lower stems and roots leaving fine l/4 inch teeth marks.

Controlling them is a problem.  Look for where their tunnels come up.  Make a paste of oatmeal and water.  Put this paste on the bait holder of a mouse trap.  Let it dry.  This hard ball is the bait.

Find a tunnel, if possible.  They often lead to grown up areas where the little criminals hide.  Dig up a hole there, leaving it open.  Set the baited trap and put it near the opening.  Now set a box upside down over hole and trap.  This keeps birds out.  Cut a V notch in the part of the box touching the ground so they can get in and out.  They will feed and get trapped.

Other control measures include tilling the area, removing the mulch and getting a hungry cat.  The cat may be the best control, but it needs to be a hunter and you often cannot tell that when you get one.

Moles are a different problem.  They tunnel in lawns feeding on insects.  They do not eat plants but make lawns uneven and unattractive.

Trapping is most reliable but as someone said, you may grow old learning how to do it.  Call for specific instructions.

Another control is to kill their food source - the lawn insects.  The problem is that insecticides will not kill all lawn insects.  Also, this only makes them hungry and they may just move next door to return later.

If you want to try this, treat the entire lawn with Dursban or Diazinon.  Read and follow label directions.  Liquid Sevin may also work.  If your lawn is very big, you may want to just treat a broad area around the edge.  Of course, this may not work as well.

Do you get the idea that these pests are hard to deal with?  Well, they are.  Some just learn to live with them.  For more information on your lawn and garden, call the Houston County Extension Service at 542-2020 or visit our website at

http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston
