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As long as man has been gardening, he has been using tools.  Picks, hoes, shovels, and now tillers and mowers were invented to make gardening easier and more fun.  Any gardener that has had to pull weeds by hand certainly appreciates a good hoe or rake.  However, do we appreciate these tools enough to take good care of them and to make them last?

Good care, of course, is an everyday thing.  Having a clean, dry place to store tools is a must.  Tools stored in a damp place, or stored resting on the ground will rust more quickly.  If you are going to store tools for a while, clean them thoroughly and cover all metal parts with a thin layer of oil.

You can also use oil to preserve handles.  Red oil or regular automotive oil will be okay.  This might sound like a lot of trouble and time, but how much did your last hoe cost you?  Price a can of oil and you might find out it is worth the trouble.

Many of us gardeners have a tiller or wish we did.  Tillers make many garden jobs easier so long as they work okay.  Here a few things you can do to make sure your tiller keeps running smoothly.  Some of these care tips will also work for lawn mowers.

1. Before shutting off your tiller for the day, let it idle at a low speed for a few minutes.  This makes it easier to crank the next time.

2. When shutting off the engine, move the choke to the "full choke" position (closed).  This keeps moisture and dirt from being drawn into the carburetor.

3. Change the oil regularly.  Change it while the engine is warm.  Warm oil holds all the dirt and won't let it settle out in the crankcase.

4.  If vines, wires or strings wrap around the shaft; remove them quickly.  The additional wear on the motor will wear out your tiller or mower more quickly.

5. Inspect and clean tiller or mower after each use.  Look for loose nuts and bolts and tighten them before they become a problem.

Take time now to go over your tools and protect them.  You'll be glad that you did.  Contact the Houston County Extension Office at 542-2020 in Warner Robins or 987-2028 in Perry to answer your gardening questions.  

