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At this time of year, things get hairy. Fuzzy buds swell on trees, fluffy chicks pop out of eggs and lawns get fuzzy and green. Even your county agent is wooly. I am growing a beard for the Warner Robins Passion Play to be held March 27-31 in the Warner Robins Civic Center (Get your tickets soon - 923-7101). Everything lately seems to be growing whiskers.  What can we do about this fuzzy outbreak?


A razor will correct my situation after Easter. What about our lawns? Why are they so green and scruffy? The grass will not be greened up fully for a month or more. This hairy outbreak must be caused by weeds.


I get numerous calls about weeds in the spring. The weeds we see now are winter weeds that came up last fall and winter. They have been growing a long time and will be hard to control now. The best way is to prevent the weeds with a herbicide sprayed in mid October and repeated again December 1.


What can we do now? These weeds are large are hard to control. Why not just mow the weeds twice and collect the clippings? This will reduce the weeds this year and the number of seeds they produce for next year.


You can spray the weeds with a post-emergent herbicide, but expect poor control.  These weeds have been growing a long time and are well established. If you must spray,
identify your weed and your lawn grass.  Select a weed killer that will kill the weed without damaging your lawn. For help, call for a copy of “Weed Control in Home Lawns.” This brochure will help you identify the solution to your problem.


Instead of trying to kill those winter weeds, why not plan how to prevent the summer weeds that will be here soon. Apply preventive herbicides in mid February and April 1 to keep summer weeds from coming up. Although we have missed the first deadline, an application of weed preventive now may still help. This depends on the chemical you plan to apply.


If you have Centipede, St. Augustine or Zoysia grass, then apply Atrazine as soon as possible and repeat the application in 45 days. Atrazine prevents many broadleaf weeds and will kill some small weeds already emerged. Do not use Atrazine on green Bermuda grass. It can burn it. Atrazine will not control crabgrass.


Balan (benefin), Halts (pendamethalin), XL (benefin and oryzalin), Surflan (oryzalin) and Dimension (dithiopyr) will prevent crabgrass and several broadleaf weeds. They must be applied before weeds come up. Once weeds have emerged, they will not kill them. For this reason I recommend applying these chemicals in mid February with a follow-up application April 1.


What about using Weed and Feed? The problem with Weed and Feed is that there is no good time to apply it. Weed and Feed contains both a fertilizer and a weed killer.  We should apply the weed killer in mid February and the fertilizer around April 1. So there is no best time to use Weed and Feed fertilizers.  You could use the Weed and Feed for a second herbicide application after a mid February herbicide treatment. If just a single application of Weed and Feed is used, I would expect less weed control than with the plan I mentioned earlier.


Be cautious. Chemical weed control stresses lawns. Herbicides should only be applied to healthy lawns more than one year old with few or no bare spots. Lawns that were stressed last summer from too often or too seldom watering may die if further stressed by herbicides. Bare spots may grow in slowly if lawns are treated with preventive herbicides.  Try not to apply weed killers when lawns are actively greening up. This can damage the lawn. Read and follow all label directions for the herbicide.


Want to learn more about weeds? Come to the County Annex, February 26 through March 8 and take the Master Gardener Weed Quiz! Master Gardeners Warren McDow and Don Harshbarger have prepared a collection of common lawn weeds with their names. You can take the weed quiz or just browse through the weeds. Then you will better know how to keep the fuzzies from taking over your lawn.

