Week of June 25, 2000


The Year of the Ant


Willie Chance

If we had to pick one insect to honor this year, I would have to call this, “The Year of the Ant.”  These tireless builders are the epitome of industry and teamwork.  They work together to build a home, collect food, raise young and protect their family.  They even share their food they find and lead other ants to it.  They have a complex communication system to tell others where the food is, how to get to it and what’s going on.

These cooperative efforts makes them admirable but hard to control.  Science has discovered ways to use this behavior to undo them.

Since they feed one another, we can put poison on ant food and spread it over the yard.

Chemicals formulated this way are called baits.  Ants take baits back to the mound, eat it and feed it to other ants.  Eventually the poison gets to the queen.  Once she dies, the mound is doomed.  

Chemicals in baits work slowly.  If the baits quickly  kill the ants the poison will not be spread through the mound.  Spread baits over your yard twice a year and you will kill about 90% of the fire ants plus other large ants.  Baits work poorly on small ants since they cannot eat them.  Baits to try include Amdro, Award, Ascend, Affirm, Logic and others.

For faster kill or to kill the ants that escape the baits, drench mounds with one to two gallons of a chemical solution containing Orthene, Malathion or Diazinon.  Orthene powder can also be spread over the mound.

Some ants like to come in our house, gardens, etc.  They may be looking for food, shelter or water.  Often these do not bite.  They are just aggravating.  What should you do?

Remove food and water sources, if possible.  Inside, throughly clean and vacuum food storage and serving areas.  Even the little bits of food you do not see may attract them.

Spray around the edge of the house or garden.  This is called a perimeter spray.  Use Diazinon, Dursban, Demon or others.  Spray an area four to six feet wide around the area to be protected.

Inside this area, be careful.  Do not use chemicals that are not labeled for this use.  In the

house for instance, use only chemicals labeled for spraying inside.  Use pesticides wisely and

sparingly, spraying where ants travel.

You can try ant bait stations.  These are pesticides inside a plastic case.  The ants feed on it, share it with others which then die.  

Persistence is the key to any control.  You must kill the queens to get rid of the ant farm.  This is why mound treatments and baits work so well.  You will never kill them all, but be as diligent as the ant to control those six-legged invaders.  

For more information, E-mail us at wchance@uga.edu .  Our phone number is listed under Houston County Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

