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Though many garden plants are dormant now, there is still some activity in the garden.  Here are a few things you may have wondered about.  

I have had several calls asking why the leaves on azaleas have turned yellow.  Extension horticulturists think that this is caused by the very wet weather last summer.  This stressed the shallow root systems of these plants.

In hindsight, we should have fertilized the azaleas in August to promote new growth and give them enough nutrients to last through the winter.  The best advice for now is to apply an azalea/camellia type fertilizer according to label rates the first part of March.  Pamper the plants next year with mulching, regular fertilization and watering.  Fertilize every six weeks from March to August.

Though some azaleas look bad, some hollies look good.  Fruit set on burford holly is reported to be very good.  This is also attributed to the rains.  Adequate rainfall last year promoted good leaf growth.  Since the leaves are the food-making apparatus, this allowed the plant to store extra food which was used by the plant to set many berries.

Burford holly sets berries without cross-pollination from other plants.  Hollies requiring cross-pollination did not set as many berries since the bees needed for pollination are less active during cloudy, wet weather.  
This was the situation on hollies near Athens -  was this true for your home garden also?

You may have collected  seeds from magnolia, dogwood or redbud.  How do you germinate them?  These instructions are from UGA Horticulturist Michael Dirr's book Reference Manual of Woody Plant Propagation and other references.

Harvest magnolia fruit once they emerge from the fruit.  Removing the red outer coat is very important.  Soak the seed for several days, changing the water several times.  Remove the outer red seed coat by rubbing seed over screens or running it through a blender.  Float off the pulp by putting the mixture in water again, allowing it to sit several days.  Sow the seeds and keep the soil moist but not wet.  Results using this method have been 75% germination  after four months.

Redbud has a hard seed coat that must be broken before they will germinate.  The easiest method is to sow the seed outdoors in the fall.  Microbes and freezing and thawing will take care of the seed coat and they should come up in the spring.  To artificially remove the seed coat, soak the seeds in sulfuric acid for 30 minutes.  Be very careful when using sulfuric acid.   Then wash seeds and pack them in dry peat moss and store them in the refrigerator for three months.  Then sow the seed.  I think the "natural" method would be the easiest.  

Dogwood seed should be collected and cleaned by removing all the red "fruit"  from the seeds.  Dry them and store the seed in the refrigerator.  Other seeds store well this way also.  Dry seed can be sealed in jars and stored until needed.  

Scarifying dogwood seed by soaking in sulfuric acid for 30 minutes to 1 hour may increase germination.  Otherwise, sow seed after they have been refrigerated in moist moss for about 4 months.  I would wait until the weather had warmed to sow them.

Finally, the latest thing on red maples.  Red maples grow wild here so when buying one for the landscape, we often just get a seedling.  While there is nothing wrong with this, the results can be somewhat unpredictable.  Seedlings vary in growth form and fall color.

Now there are named varieties to choose from.  While these may not always grow as quickly as seedlings, they are more predictable in growth form and fall color.

Research  at Auburn University has identified several superior varieties.  The best varieties for fall color were "Autumn Flame", "Autumn Blaze", Fairview Flame" and October Glory".  The varieties "Fairview Flame" and "October Glory" also ranked high in duration of color - 33 days for both in 1992.

Finally, do not forget that the deadline for Master Gardener applications is January 16, 1996.  
Call the Extension Office at 542-2020 in Warner Robins or 987-2028 in Perry for more information.
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A list of upcoming horticultural events.  For more information call the Extension Office at 542-2020.

January 13:  Georgia Master Gardener Winter Conference - Atlanta

January 16:  Deadline for applications for 1996 Master Gardner Program

January 18 - 20:  Georgia Green Industry Conference and Trade Show - College Park
February 1 - 4:  Atlanta Garden and Patio Show - Atlanta
February 6 - April 16:  Master Gardener Training - Byron
February 10:  "The Gardens of Our Dreams" - Atlanta Botanical Garden
February 28 - March 1:  Growing a Successful Ornamental Horticulture Business - Athens
