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"Take us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the grapes." Song of Solomon 2:15.

It is not always the big things that spoil things.  Often it is the "little foxes that spoil the grapes."  There are little pests that ruin our out of doors fun.  Here are some ways you can prevent these sneaky little foxes from stealing your enjoyment.

Fleas must vacation in Houston County.  We have so many of them.  Our yards are their resorts and they consider our pests their own personal valets and moving diners.  Even wild animals can become a traveling flea circus.

Flea and tick control requires treating everything that is infested.  This includes pets and their bedding, yard and home.  See your vet or pet store for pet treatments.  Wash or replace pet's bedding.  Treat your lawn or home completely with a labelled insecticide like permethrin, Dursban, Malathion or others.  Read and follow all label directions.

Occasionally, chiggers can be a problem in wooded areas.  These eight-legged blood suckers are also called red bugs.  They attack for only a short time but their itching, burning bite lasts for days.

You can spray areas where chiggers are with Dursban, but this is not practical in large areas.  Repeal them by using repellents with Deet.  For a stronger repellant, also use Permanone on your clothes when you plan on being in wooded areas.  Do not use Permanone on your skin.  Permanone can be found in some hiking or hunting supply stores.

Mosquitoes really put the bite on summer fun.  They cannot be controlled by spraying your yard.  Even if you kill them all, more will blow in with the next wind.  Use repellents to keep them away.  Empty stagnant water so mosquitoes have no place to raise their young.  Even pet water needs to be dumped once a week.  You can prevent mosquitoes in small ponds by stocking them with Gambusia (mosquito fish).  You can get Gambusia from the Department of Natural Resources.

Slugs are not only little--they are slow.  Very slow.  They creep out at night and wreak havoc on our flowers.  Trap them by sinking a jar lid upside down into the ground until the lip is even with the soil.  Then fill it with bait--beer or yeast in warm water.  The slugs are attracted to the smell and fall into the trap and drown.  You can also poison them with slug and snail bait. Put a board down in a moist area of the garden.  They will often hide under it during the day. Then you can find them and put an end to their night marauding.

Removing some of the little things that make gardening unpleasant is easier if you know how.  Of course, there is not solution for some things.  We still cannot control squirrels, completely eradicate fire ants or re-educate the cat that thinks your rock garden is his own personal privy.  

If you have a little (or big) problem we can help you with, call the Houston County Extension Ofice.  You can reach us at 542-2020 or 987-2028.

