Week of March 5, 2000


The Last Call

Willie Chance

It looks like spring has sprung.  Buds are popping open, flowers are blooming and bees are buzzing.  Of course, spring is officially several weeks away.  We expect to see more cold.  The average date of our last frost is around March 15 to 20.  We can even get frosts into early April.

So do not get the bedding plants out yet.  Late March or (better yet) early April is a better time to plant them.  Some bedding plants like Vinca are better planted later, since they like warm soils.  Plant them when soils warm up well.

Well, what can I do now?  As we move toward spring, there are a few things you need to do soon.  This is the last call on these garden jobs.  Some I have mentioned before so I will briefly list them here.  Call for more details or ‘how to’ instructions.

Even as plants bud out, we can prune them.  Just do it as soon as possible.  Most woody plants are pruned before they bud out in February.  Those that bloom in the spring (before 

May 1) are pruned immediately after bloom.

Get your cool season vegetables in the ground as soon as possible.  Plant turnips, spinach, radish, Irish potatoes, collards and kale, lettuce, carrots, cabbage and broccoli now.  Some are better planted in the fall but may do okay now.  Wait until April to plant warm season vegetables.

Have your spring bulbs popped up?  Fertilize them lightly, as soon as you see green leaves.  Keep them watered as needed and do not mow off the foliage after they bloom.  This way they should bloom well next year.

Do you like the spring blossoms?  Bring some inside to enjoy.  You can cut the branches and let them bloom inside.  Call for details on force blooming spring flowers.

Your liriope probably needs a haircut.  Last year’s leaves are tattered, brown and ugly.  Mow them off with a weed eater or mower set on the highest setting.  One gardening friend 

E-mailed me with the suggestion to use a set of the long electric hedge shears.  (The ones that look like a swordfish.)  This is an easy and fast way to cut them.  

Fertilize pecans as soon as possible.  Use 4 lb. of 10-10-10 with zinc per inch of trunk diameter.  If you cannot find the 10-10-10 with zinc, use regular 10-10-10 and then apply three to five pounds of zinc sulfate per tree.

Remember, this will not guarantee a pecan crop.  That is often dependent on factors you cannot control - diseases, insects and drought.  In fact the benefit of fertilization may not be seen until next year.  A great thing you can do for your pecan tree (or other plants) is to soil sample.  See if the plant needs lime and apply it as soon as possible.  Correcting low soil pH (also called soil acidity) is the first step in a good fertility program.

Whew!  What a lot to do.  Now you know which chores should move to the top of your garden ‘to do’ list.  There is an urgency about some landscape jobs, as we move from winter to spring.

For more details, contact the Houston County Extension Service.  You can reach us by 

E-mail at uge2153b@uga.edu or see our web site at www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston.

We are also listed under Houston County Government in the phone book as the Cooperative Extension Service.

