The Great Anticipators
March 17, 2005

President Abraham Lincoln is known as the Great Emancipator because of his role in outlawing slavery. President Reagan was known as the Great Communicator. Some times I think my children should be known as the Great Anticipators. They look forward to special events – Christmas, Grandma’s visit, Easter etc. According to Rebecca, do you know what a picture window is for? It is a great place to sit and watch for the arrival of Grandma!

Gardeners are anticipators too. Many of the questions we receive in the Extension Office begin with, “When do I . . . ?“ As spring blows in, let’s review some exciting upcoming dates you need to know about.

March 19 – The Waddell Barnes Botanical Gardens at Macon State College is sponsoring their Spring Garden Symposium.  They have a terrific array of speakers including author and radio and television personality, Walter Reeves, UGA tree expert Dr. Kim Coder and Jim Ferrari from Wesleyan College. There will be classes on Experimenting with Citrus in Central Georgia (Dr. Chris Inhulsen), Propagating Native Plants (Jan Midgeley) and more.
For more information, go to www.maconstate.edu. At the main menu, click on Continuing Education, then Live & Learn and scroll down to Spring Garden Symposium. You can also call (478) 471-2770. This should be an interesting day of gardening!

Mid-March – We only expect a 50% chance of frost after this date. If you are planting plants that can take a little frost, or do not mind covering plants in case of frost, you can plant now.

Let me caution you. Even if plants do not get frosted back, the ground may be too cold for them to grow well. If new plants or seeds sit in soil too cold for them, the seed or roots may rot. It may be better to wait two more weeks for planting if you do not want to take these risks.

First week of April – I would imagine that there is about a 10% chance of frost after this date. This is a more dependable time to plant cold tender plants like most flowers, certain vegetables etc. The ground should be warmer and the chance of frost less. Keep an eye on the long-term forecast. In Georgia we can expect some late cold snaps and may even have some harsh cold weather. 

Although we generally do not have very low temperatures here, we have wide temperature fluctuations. A 60 degree day may give way to a 35 degree night followed by 70 degrees the next day. These fluctuations can be tough on plants. Waiting to plant is wise if you cannot afford to replant.

Wait until all danger of frost is past to fertilize lawns and most shrubs and trees. This may help protect them from the cold. 
April 1 – 2 – Make plans to attend the Master Gardeners of Central Georgia Plant Sale at the Macon Farmer’s Market. The sale opens Friday and Saturday at 8:00 am. Proceeds benefit the Master Gardener program in central Georgia. For more details call Ed Lusk at (478) 923-2076.
April 2 – 3 – Do not forget the Beltista Spring Home and Garden Show at the Georgia National Fairgrounds. Visit more than 70 exhibitors. For details, call Linda Loewen at (478) 987-0489 or (800) 964-4305.

May 1 – Some plants do not grow well until the ground has warmed well. The air warms quickly but the soil takes a while to warm up. When the soil is finally warm, I call this weather ‘bare foot weather.’ This is when the soils have warmed to the point where even tender-foots like me can go around bare-footed!
Planting certain plants in cold soils can lead to problems. The seeds may rot or the plants may die. Wait until late March, early April or later when soil temperatures rise to plant these ‘tender-footed’ plants. 
Do not seed warm season lawn grasses until the soil temperature is warm! Certain vegetables like okra, peppers and sweet potatoes like later planting as well. Annual flowers like vinca (periwinkle) and salvia also need warmer soil temperatures.

It is okay to anticipate spring. Just do not start too early unless you want to take some risks. Plan now to make the most of your garden this spring.
