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It’s Almost ‘Tater’ Time

Willie Chance


Want to turn a trip to the store from mundane to magnificent?  Try walking instead of riding and take a kid along.  It is amazing all the details we adults miss when we travel alone.


Did you know that it is 2,023 steps from our house to the store and back?  To get there, go past the house with the dog that barks and the tree that sometimes has worms in it.  I am sure you know the one I am talking about!


Don’t forget to stop and pick flowers along the way - weed flowers and artificial flowers that blew out of the cemetery.  We may have to stop at the church and look for pecans under the tree.  Oops!  I forgot to bring money to buy what I needed at the store.  Well, we can come back again later!


Don’t miss opportunities to enjoy the small things in life and in your garden.  Though you cannot garden in a big way now, start small things in the vegetable patch - like potatoes.


Irish potatoes like cooler weather, but they cannot take frost or cold wet soils.  Adventurous gardeners may plant them as early as Valentine’s Day, but others may not get to it until April Fool’s Day.


Wait until the soil dries out to dig and plant.  Digging in wet soils make them hard and cloddy.  Squeeze the soil into a ball in your hand.  When you open your hand the soil should crumble apart some.  If it remains in a tight ball and shows your finger imprints, it is too wet to work.


Select a full sun site with good drainage.  Soil sample to know how to lime and fertilize.  We try not to lime just before planting potatoes.  It can promote a disease called scab.  The potatoes will still be edible, but they will have rough raised areas on them.


Till in two pounds of 10-10-10 per 100 square feet.  Plan to put a little more on as soon as potatoes reach three inches tall.  Do not put fertilizer too close to the potatoes or roots - it may burn them.


Buy ‘certified disease free’ seed potatoes.  Do not try to use potatoes you have bought to eat.  Cut the potatoes so each piece has at least one good ‘eye’ or bud.  Let the pieces cure for 24 hours (no longer) before planting.


Plant seed pieces with the eyes up, two to three inches deep and about twelve inches apart.  Be careful not to get dirt in their eyes when you plant them! Just kidding.


As plants grow, gently pull soil towards the plants.  Irish potatoes are actually swollen stems, so the potatoes will generally be formed above the seed piece in this loose soil.


Dig potatoes as vines begin to turn yellow and brown.  You can ‘scratch out’ some potatoes earlier than this to boil as new potatoes.  Potatoes don’t last long here, so dig them gently and at the right time.  If you want to try to store them, let them cure for one to two weeks to let the skins thicken.  Then store them in a cool, dry dark place.  Discard or eat quickly damaged potatoes.


For more ‘tater’ information, contact the Houston County Extension Service.  Get a copy of the article from Dr. Wayne McLaurin, Extension Horticulturist, that I took this from.  E-mail us at wchance@uga.edu or find our number in the phone book under Houston County Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

