Week of July 4, 1999


Sweaty Summer Chores

Willie Chance

The hot and humid is here!  It used to be just hot, now we have added the humidity.  So now we can steam, while we garden.  Here are some hints to make our sweaty summer chores more profitable.  What kind of jobs do we have to look forward to?  Here are a few Southern favorites.

“Swattin’ skeetos” - The recent rains after the drought should produce an invasion of these bloodthirsty garden invaders.  Besides swatting mosquitoes, what else works?  Here are a few hints taken from Walter Reeve’s show, “The Georgia Gardener” seen on Georgia Public television at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday and 10:00 a.m. on Saturday.

What does not work for them?  The ultrasonic repellers and the citrosa plant are worthless,  he says.  Citronella smoke and bug zappers are barely worthwhile.  

Repellants work.  Deet works very well but use it carefully, especially on children.  Read the label and follow it.  Certain skin lotions can be 10% to 80% as effective as commercial repellants.  Foggers also work, but only give temporary relief since more flock in.

The best control is removing all standing water.  Check gutters, plant saucers, air conditioner drains, pet dishes, old tires, bird baths, tree holes, etc.  If you cannot drain these areas, treat with Mosquito Dunks or Mosquito Bits.  These contain a bacteria which kills mosquito, but is not very toxic to people or pets.  For more information call our office.

“Spittin’ seeds” - Melons are ripe now and in the stores and on the vines.  Pick a ripe one and join the fun.  Ripe watermelons have a yellow ground spot and a dry brown tendril nearest the melon.  As they ripen, the stripes get darker green and the background color gets lighter.  You can also give them the ‘thump test.’  A ripe melon sounds hollow when thumped.

Cantaloupes are easier to pick.  The stem will detach easily when the melon is ripe, leaving a shallow hole at that end.  The ripe fruit will be well netted and the color under the netting will be tan.  Honeydews turn creamy white as they ripen and the blossom end will give slightly when pressed.  Ripe honeydews and cantaloupes may also have a nice smell.  If the seeds rattle inside a honeydew when you shake it, it is very ripe - perhaps too much so for some.

After eating the melon (and the traditional seed spitting contest), will the seeds have time to grow a melon?  Probably.  Many melons and cantaloupes require 100 to 120 days to produce.  If planted now, they should be ripe about the middle or end of September.  I would not delay much longer though, if I wanted to plant them.  Till a large area, lime and fertilize and sow seeds in hills.  Water twice a week with 3/4 inch of water and fertilize monthly.

“Pickin’ maters” - Do not store tomatoes in the fridge until they are as ripe as you want them.  Pick a few green tomatoes to fry.  Break off some suckers to root for late tomatoes.  If leaf spots begin on the bottom of the plant, check their spread by watering only in the morning and by not wetting the foliage.  Spraying Daconil will also slow its spread.  Mulching may also help.

“Sittin’ a spell” - Take it slow in the heat.  Drink plenty of water.  Use a sun screen - skin cancer can kill you.  Find a shade tree often and admire your handiwork.  The chores will be there when you get ready for them.

For help with your sweaty summer chores, call the Houston County Extension Service at

542-2020 or E-mail  uge2153b@arches.uga.edu or check out our Web site at http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston
