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I heard the other day that it has not been this dry in our area this early since 1925.  Trees, lawns, vegetables, fruits and ornamental plants are all suffering.

I do not wish to be harsh, but if you are not watering properly now, then there is no need to do anything else.  Fertilizing, mowing, pruning, etc. will not help if the plant is not watered well.

How should you water?  Deeply and infrequently.  Do not water briefly every day.  This can cause more problems than it solves.  On lawns, vegetables, flowers and shrubs; water three- quarter inch twice a week or one to one and one-half inch once a week.  Use a rain gauge or pie pan to see how long your sprinkler will take to put this much out.  You can water less often on drought tolerant plants like Bermuda grass, crape myrtles, lantana, etc.  Lawns will wilt and turn grey when they need water as will some annual flowers.

Water trees with one and one-half to two inches of water once every week or two.  Wet the soil eighteen inches deep each time.  Soaker hoses work well for this.

Do your garden a favor and buy another sprinkler, and leave the fertilizer in the garden store or shed.  Without sufficient water, fertilizers burn plant roots.  This can lead to poor performance or death.

Do you have one of those nozzles that screws on the end of the hose?  If so, take it out of your garden shed and put it in your tool box.  They are not for watering plants but rather for washing cars.  

The problem with hand-held watering devices is that we are unlikely to stand in one place long enough.  We end up just wetting the soil surface which harms the plant.  We are not patient enough to stand there the fifteen minutes it would take to water on small area properly.  Give the nozzle to the kids to play with and buy a sprinkler or soaker hose.  

Leave the pruning shears in the shed also.  They remove new growth and cause plants to work harder than they should have to.  Most of us over prune anyway.  Do not prune much now, if you can help it.  Raise the mowing height on lawns slightly, to help them survive.

“Well, what can I do?” you ask.  Add mulch around plants.  You want a layer two to three inches deep.  Enlarge beds around trees where grass will not grow and mulch these areas.  Call our office for a list of mulch and compost sources.  When killing weeds and grass in these spots, remember weed killers work poorly when soils are dry.

Wait until fall to plant shrubs and trees.  It is time to plant lawns now, but only if you water regularly - perhaps every day.  If you do plant, till areas very well.  This is especially important for lawns, trees and shrubs since they cannot be cultivated after planting.  Add lots of organic matter to beds and till it in.  Mulch soon after planting and water plants well.

For now our activities are limited.  One gardener said we garden in the spring and fall and just survive in the summer.  I tend to agree.  Do not make major landscape changes now, wait until fall.  Water properly and well.

We are very busy at the Extension Office right now.  Please be patient as we sift through all the requests we get.  May I also suggest that you try this watering program for a month or so before contacting us.  It may save you and us a call.

For more information contact the Houston County Extension Service at 542-2020 or 

E-mail uge2153b@arches.uga.edu or see our website at http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston
