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In the past few days I have passed a boy walking to school at Miller Elementary. He is a little fellow.  His back pack appears to weigh as much as he does. He does not seem to let that weigh him down though. He marches merrily on his way to school. He does not let the weight of his books, the upcoming school day or anything else keep him from enjoying himself.

We should all be more like that. We let the little things weigh us down. This gets our focus off the really big things of life. 

To be honest – many yard problems are like this. Does it really matter if my lawn has a few weeds? My children will not remember a weed-free lawn when they leave home. Why should I worry so much over whether my neighbor’s tree hangs over my yard? After I am gone, someone else will live here and they may like the tree. 

I am not saying that we should not try to solve problems. I am suggesting we keep them in perspective. Perhaps today’s article can help give perspective to one of our major garden concerns now.

What do you know about this Sudden Oak Death (SOD) fungus I hear about? Sudden Oak Death is caused by a fungus that has the potential to kill area oak trees and damage other plants. The fungus was found earlier in California and has been introduced to Georgia and Florida in potted plants. The fungus has not been found in our area. 

This fungus can affect camellias, oaks, maples, azalea, beech, viburnum, blueberries and others. The symptoms can vary from plant to plant. We look for leafspots on most plants. On camellias, look for brown leaf spots or blotches. The spots have a target or bulls-eye pattern. The edges will be dark brown with lighter brown centers. The edges of the spot are fuzzy looking. To see pictures of the disease, go to 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/ispm/sod/
Is that why my trees are sick?  This is highly unlikely. The worse problem area trees have is years of drought.

Where did the plants come from? The disease was found first in Monrovia nursery in California. Now, this does not mean that Monrovia is a bad nursery. In fact they are working to help find infected plants. This just happens to be where the disease showed up first. Since Monrovia uses pots with their names on them, these plants should be easy to identify.

What do I do to protect my community from SOD? Do not panic if you have plants from this source. I would just watch the plant for the symptoms of SOD. There is no need to call anyone about the plants, just watch them. Many people have plants from this nursery. Even if you see the symptoms, it is not likely that you have the disease.
Can I just discard suspected plants? This would be a mistake. We can diagnose the disease if we have a proper sample. If you throw away the plant, you will not know if the plant was sick. Discarding the plant will not get rid of the fungus. You may still have the fungus in your yard and since you discarded the plant we cannot confirm the presence or absence of the fungus.
I have a suspect plant! Even plants with symptoms are not necessarily infected. No one can just look at a plant and diagnose SOD. It takes a specially trained person to identify the fungus. Contact the Extension Office for more information. Do not bring samples of SOD suspected plants to our office without being asked to.

What can I spray to kill SOD? There is no chemical that will eradicate this disease! Do not spray or let others spray your yard for this fungus. You will be throwing your money away and using pesticides unnecessarily. 
There is an unconfirmed report of a company in Florida that offers to spray for this disease. People who offer to do this are either badly informed about the disease or they are running a scam.
Good information, common sense and some perspective should help us to deal with the report of this disease. For now, the Georgia Department of Agriculture is dealing with sites where the fungus is found. For more information, look at their website under Sudden Oak Death - http://www.agr.state.ga.us/index.html
