Week of October 24, 1999


Subterranean Pests

Willie Chance

I found a critter digging in my flower bed.  It had a blonde pony tail, a shovel and a smile.  

Rebecca said that she was digging for water.  The little well digger stopped when she got to clay just long enough to make some clay pots and other utensils.  Then she resumed her excavation.  She finally explained her full intent - to dig a hole under the house.  She and sister want to live in it so Mom and I cannot bother them by insisting they come in to eat, take a bath, etc.

There are many types of digging pests - two of which are prominent in our yards now.  Maybe you have one of these in your garden.

Moles burrow through lawns and beds leaving 2 ½ to 3 inch wide tunnels.  They eat mole crickets, earthworms and grubs. 

Baits don’t work well for moles.  The best way to get rid of them is trapping.  Step on their runs in several places, marking the spots.  Go back to these spots and see which ones the moles are using.  Do this several times.  Place the traps in these runs.  There can be many moles in one area, so you may have to use the traps repeatedly.

You can try to get the moles to leave by killing their food.  Wet the lawn well to bring insects to the surface.  Wait 24 hours and spray the lawn or use a granular insecticide to kill lawn insects.  The moles may move when they cannot find food.

Personally, I do not think using insecticide works very well, but people seem to like it.  It  is hard to get insecticide through the turf into the soil.  Trapping is the most sure mole control. 

Mole crickets are another fall problem. Unfortunately, they are very difficult to control now.  Mole crickets are up to 2 inches long, tan-colored, stout insects with strong front legs and beady eyes.  They dig under turf eating off plant roots.  Attacked grass dies and is easily pulled up due to lack of roots.  The soil may be dug up under the plants.  They can destroy a lawn.

One way to see if you have mole crickets is to drench the soil with a soap solution.  Mix  one ounce of lemon dishwashing detergent in one gallon of water and pour over a square yard of affected turf.  This works best on a lawn that was watered the day before.  Mole crickets and other insects should be driven to the surface.

The best time to control mole crickets is June and July.  The crickets are small then and easier to kill.  Even the best methods now will often not control them very well.  However, if you want to try to control them now - consider using a bait.

Baits are insecticides (Baygon and Sevin) that are mixed with grain and an attractant.  You can buy them at garden centers or feed stores.  The mole crickets smell the bait, eat it and die.  To use baits, water the lawn well and wait 24 hours.  Apply freshly opened baits just before nightfall.  Read and follow all label directions.  Even this method may not kill them all.

Digging pests are hard to control.  I decided to help mine dig her hole and then bring her inside for a bath.  You may just want to learn to live with your pest, if damage is not severe.  For more information on garden invaders, E-mail the Houston County Extension Service at 

uge2153b@uga.edu   You can also call us.  Our number is listed under Houston County as the Cooperative Extension Service.  Please be patient with us though, as we return your calls.  We are very short-handed now and it may be a little while before we return your call.

