From Frances to Ivan

September 16, 2004

We are still recovering from Frances and now Ivan is here. How will past tree damage affect our future gardening plans? 

What should I do with my damaged trees? Tree questions can be difficult to answer. There are so things to consider. Think about hiring an arborist to look at situations that we cannot easily resolve. Arborists should have training to equip them to answer complex tree questions. I wrote in last week(s article about how to select a tree service. First, look for an International Society of Arboriculture arborist. I can supply a list or see their website to locate one. There are not many certified arborists in this area. Use last week(s article to select a tree service if you cannot locate a certified arborist.

Some tree questions are easier to answer. The situation is more clear-cut. You will probably still need to hire a tree service, but these questions and answers can help you to decide who to call and when to call.

I have a broken tree in my yard! Should I remove it? Questions like this sometimes need a definitive answer from a trained arborist or tree service employee. Here are a few guidelines to help you determine when to call for help.

We often see twin trees split. Trees with two equal or almost equal sized branches are usually weak. If half of the tree splits off, the other half is often more at risk to fall. The loss of so many tree branches means that the wind will be pushing on the remaining part of the tree in a whole new way. The tree was accustomed to the wind stress it received before the tree broke. Now the wind pushing on it in a different way can make the tree more susceptible to fall.

When do we begin to be concerned about trees that have lost many limbs or large limbs? If we lose more than 50% of the branches in a hardwood tree or 30% of the branches in a pine, we probably need to remove the tree to reduce the risk of the rest of the tree falling. If we lose more than 70% of the limbs on one side of the tree, this would also indicate a need to remove the tree. 

Let me emphasize - these are general rules. These do not mean that the trees will or will not fall. These rules may help you to determine when to seek more help with your trees. A trained arborist can give you their best estimate of what to do about a tree. They are probably very busy now. Call for an appointment but be patient.

I have a leaning tree. Is there any root injury? If the tree is leaning, in my opinion, there has been injury. 
If the tree is very small and only leaning a little with little root injury; you can perhaps push it back up and prop it until it recovers (one growing season). Carefully brace the tree without damaging the bark. Secure the tree so it will not fall. 
The tree still may never recover. You may be better off replacing it. This is especially true of trees that will be large. Remove any pines that are leaning. 

If you do brace the tree, brace it loosely so the tree can sway slightly in the breeze. This allows the tree to begin developing strength to resist future winds. Contact us for further instructions.
With larger trees, if it is a pine – remove it. If it is a hardwood and roots are broken, remove it. To determine if roots are broken you may need professional help.

There are many possible tree scenarios. To help you determine what to do with damaged trees, see this website on dealing with storm damaged trees ​- http://www.ces.uga.edu/pubcd/C806.htm Do not guess! Read this publication and/or get some help. Your safety and your family’s safety may be at risk.
Even with trees that do not need to be removed, they may need corrective pruning or cleaning up. See the publication I mentioned last week on identifying tree hazards. If you do not have web access at home, visit your local library or contact your local Extension Office.

