Week of November 7, 1999


Spring Flowering Bulbs Add to Our Fall Garden Fun


Willie Chance

I was thinking of all the fun I used to have in the late summer and fall back home.  We would go hunting, enjoy the leaves, hunt for buckeyes, fling persimmons and ‘just mess around’. 

Have you never heard of ‘flinging persimmons’?  You must not be from the country.  Get a long, keen limber stick and take off all the leaves.  This will be the ‘flinger’.  Sharpen the end of the flinger and stick a green persimmon loosely on to the end.  Then fling the stick over your head as though you were casting a fishing rod.  The persimmon should fling off the end and zip across the sky.  Great fun!  Just make sure you are in a large open field when you do this.

You can also fling green tomatoes and small apples.  Just make sure you have the gardener’s permission before you do.  Especially, if it is your mom or dad.  Otherwise, the long keen stick may change hands with disastrous results.

One of the gardener’s favorite fall activities is planting spring flowering bulbs.  We plant them now since most of them require some cold weather before they will bloom.

Spring flowering bulbs include daffodils, crocus, hyacinth, narcissus, jonquils and others.  Select a well drained sunny site.  Till the area well adding organic matter and one to two pounds of 10-10-10 per 100 square feet.  For organic matter you may use compost or ground pine bark.  Many use peat moss, which is fine, but it can be expensive, especially since you need to till in at least one to two inches over the whole area.

Bulbs will grow in many type soils, though they prefer a medium textured sandy loam.  They do need good drainage though or they may rot.  To check this, dig a foot deep hole and fill with water.  The next day fill it again and see how long it takes to drain away.  As long as the water drains away in eight to ten hours, the soil is well drained enough for bulbs. 

Many spring flowering bulbs need twelve to sixteen weeks of 400 to 500 F temperatures to bloom properly.  Store them in the vegetable crisper for four to six weeks before planting them to help meet this requirement.  This is especially important for tulips.

How deep should we plant them?  This varies with bulb type, but a general rule is two to three times the greatest diameter for large bulbs and two to four times the greatest diameter for small bulbs.  You can use the depth and spacing recommendations that come with the bulbs or get a copy of our brochure “Flowering Bulbs for Georgia Gardens.”  This is where I got most of this information.

Select and plant large, undamaged bulbs with no signs of mold or insect injury.  You may want to add a few to the pansy bed to pop up in the spring time for added color.

Winter rains should be sufficient to meet their water needs.  You may want to water them in when you plant them.  Fertilize them again at the rate I recommended when they begin to grow in the spring.

Some bulbs do not re-bloom well (especially tulips) but you can increase chances of success by following these practices, keeping them well watered after they bloom and letting the foliage die naturally by itself.

As I said before, fall is an exciting time in the garden.  Get in on the fun by planting spring flowering bulbs.  You can even plant them in pots to enjoy inside.  For more information E-mail us at uge2153b@arches.uga.edu or call us.  We are listed under Houston County as the Cooperative Extension Service.

