Week of September 27, 1998


Something for Everyone to Like


Willie Chance

Houston County Extension Agent

I was at the new Winn Dixie one day and saw a little tyke trying to catch a grasshopper.  In an effort to help, I ran down the escaping bug and gave it to the little boy.  He and his mother seemed appreciative, but I started thinking.  “He probably prizes the creepy crawly, but what does mom think of the present?”  Not all people enjoy bugs as much as little boys.  To that mother I say, “I’m sorry I did not get your permission first.  If you want to return the hopper, I will trade him a spider, snake or frog for it.”

Different people like (and dislike) different things.  Almost everyone though enjoys a fair, and we are fortunate to have the best fair in these parts coming to Perry very soon.

The Georgia National Fair will return October 9 through 18 to the beautiful Georgia 

National Fairgrounds.  Over 300,00 people enjoyed this one of a kind happening last year.  The Georgia National Fair offers opportunities available no where else.  Plan now to visit and participate in the fair.  Here is a sampling of fair events.

This year’s theme is ‘Continuing the Tradition.’  The Georgia National Fair does this by offering many traditional favorites.  Gardening contests include the Camellia, Rose and Dahlia show as well as the Standard Flower Show.  Who could not find something to exhibit?  This is especially true since the Standard Show has many categories including flower arranging and design, as well as container gardens, potted plants and fresh cut flowers, vines, shrubs and trees.

Examples could include terrariums, African violets, annuals, perennials and ferns.  Fruits, vegetables and nuts have their own sections.

Do not forget the young gardener.  Preschoolers through sixth graders can enter crafts, plants, flowers, vegetables, fruits and nuts they have grown.  They can also enter floral designs in three categories.  See a Premium Book for more details.

           A new contest in its second year is the Ag U Quiz Bowl.  A professor from the University of Georgia gives a short agricultural lecture.  Then contestants are selected to compete in an agricultural quiz bowl for prizes.  The Quiz Bowl will be held in Heritage Hall at 2, 4 and 6 pm from October 12 through 16.

Add to these events the canning, cooking, crafting and creating competitions and you can see there is something for everyone at the Georgia National Fair, October 9 through 18.  New contests continue the excellent tradition.  New fair opportunities are the Fleishmann’s Yeast Bread Contest, Land O Lakes Team After School Snack and Tupperware’s “Beef It Up.”  Do not be just a fair goer - be a part of the Fair.  Get a Premium Book from your local Extension office and enter.  Pre-registration is not required for all contests, but is recommended.

For more information, call the Houston County Extension Service Office at 542-2020 or 987-2028.  See you at the Fair!

