Week of October 17, 1999


Some Fair Observations

Willie Chance

Well, the fair is almost gone now.  I hope you enjoyed it; I know we did.  The little Chances ate snow cones, funnel cakes and cotton candy.  They fed animals until I thought the goats would pop.  When Rebecca, the youngest, won third in the Soap Carving contest, her comment was, “I’m going to get $20!”  What a fair!

Some of the fair activities remind me of current garden questions.  How is the fair like your garden?  Read on and see.

Remember the over-fed goat?  Some of them looked wider than they were tall.  You would be fat too if you sat there all day and let people feed you.   Some of our lawns are ‘over-fed’, too, and people want to feed them more.  

Winterizer fertilizers are popular in the fall.  The reason behind using them is to supply nutrients needed (especially potassium) to help the lawn through the winter.  If potassium is low in a plant, it can make it less cold hardy.

“So we should winter fertilize, right?”  Well, not necessarily.  If a lawn has been properly fertilized this spring and summer, it probably does not need the extra potassium.  It is already well fed.

“Can you over do it?”  Probably not with potassium, but you can with nitrogen.  Do not apply fertilizers with lots of nitrogen in it to your lawn now.  It will make it grow just as it needs to be slowing down.  I usually do not recommend winter fertilizers on a lawn.  I believe they often do not help and can hurt.  If you use them, select a low nitrogen, high potassium fertilizer.

When we went to the animal show, the trainer selected a young lady to be his assistant.  She got to wear the vest.  Little Libby was happy until they began to pull critters out of the pockets and ask her to hold them.  The mouse and frog were okay, but not the scorpion and snake.  She cringed so much she seemed to get smaller in the jacket.

Of course, the creatures were harmless, but they looked ‘creepy’.  We have things like this in the lawn now.  They are called summer weeds.  They are almost full grown now and may have produced seed already. Though they look bad, ignore them for now.  They have done most of their growing already.  Prevent them next spring with a pre-emergent herbicide applied February 15 and April 15.  

Now is the time to put the pre-emergent herbicide Atrazine out on Centipede, Zoysia and St. Augustine lawns.  This will prevent many winter weeds like annual bluegrass.

Did you see the beautiful peaches at the fair?  They looked perfect - perfectly plastic.  Though they looked tasty, inside they had no fruit or juice.
The reason they were plastic is that it is not peach season now.  

It is pecan season however.  The trees are heavy with nuts, but I am afraid the nuts will be like the peach display - empty on the inside.

Why is this?  We had a good nut-set, but diseases and dry weather kept them from filling out.  What can I do about the diseases?  You cannot spray the tree, it is too large.  Rake and destroy bad nuts.  Plant pest resistant varieties (call for a list).  Fall and winter are best time to plant.  For the most part, we must accept what we get from pecans.

Water a newly planted tree regularly for the first year.  After that, drench the tree twice to three times a month or so.  The last two weeks of August are critical to nut fill.  If you do not water any other time, do so then.

See what a lot of things you can learn from the fair!  We do not want to make a carnival out of our lawn.  We want a blue medal winner.  For information on your lawn and garden problems, E-mail the Houston County Extension Service at uge2153b@arches.uga.edu or check out our website at http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston.  You can also find our phone number under Houston County as the Cooperative Extension Service.

