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While some of us have been picking fruit, some have not.  Some gardeners enjoyed branches hanging down with apples, pears, peaches, etc.  Other gardeners are wondering, “Why didn’t my plant produce?”

Fruitless trees are a real disappointment.  Why have a fruit tree without fruit?  You might as well cut it down.  Before you do this, consider these fruit tree basics.  Often there is no easy answer to this dilemma, but this may help you decide whether to keep the tree or start over.

Does the plant bloom?  If the plant does not bloom, it cannot fruit.  However, scientists cannot adequately explain why some plants bloom and others do not. 

It may not be old enough.  Apple trees require two to five years from planting to bear while peaches usually bear in two to four years.  Pears require four to six years and plums three to six years before they will bear.   Blueberries often bloom the first year, and blackberries the first or second year.

If the tree is not blooming, there is no simple care.  Just make sure the plant gets what it needs.  Poor tree health may keep plants from producing.  Is the tree growing well?  Is the area too dry or too wet?  Remove weeds and grass around trees and replace with mulch.  Never let lawnmowers or weed eaters hit the trees.  Did you dig a wide planting hole when planting?

Make sure the trees have at least six to eight hours of sun a day.  Plant them away from other plants that may compete with them for water and nutrients.  Water them once a week during drought with one inch of water and fertilize lightly two or three times a year.  Prune in late January or February.  Soil sample to see if the plant needs lime.  This last one is very important.

Another reason for lack of production is cold weather.  Late frosts kill flower buds.  This leads to short fruit crops.  Always plant recommended varieties for our area.  Call our office for a list.

Some plants need a pollinator.  They bloom but never set fruit.  Many apple, pear and some plum trees and muscadine vines are like this.  Once again, consult Extension bulletins to determine what variety of fruit you must plant as a pollinator for your specific variety of fruit grown.

Does the tree produce but fruit is knotty, bug bitten or rotten?  Some fruits have so many pests that they need several sprays between bloom and harvest.  Peaches and apples appear to be the worst, while plums are often not far behind.

What can we do?  Spray them regularly beginning at bloom with a ‘home orchard’ or ‘home fruit tree’ spray.  Or you can quit growing these fruits and replace them with easier to grow fruits like blueberry, blackberry, muscadine, Oriental persimmon or strawberry.

Fruitless fruit trees are aggravating.  These tips may or may not help them produce but should improve overall plant health.

For more information E-mail me at wchance@uga.edu or call.  Our number is listed under Houston County Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

