June 4, 2003
The Second Baptist Church K5 choir lines up to sing.  Little Katie Brandon takes her place.  She looks so cute, but where are her shoes?  My wife whispers, “She lost one of her shoes out the window on the way to church.”  I decided not to ask any more questions after that.
Houston gardeners are still asking questions though.  Perhaps you have wondered about these things also.

What is this black sooty fungus growing on my grass?  I can wipe it off and it feels powdery.  It can look oily at times.  Slime mold is a strange little fungus that grows on the blades of our lawn occasionally.  It seems to be more common after rain following a dry period.  

Have you ever seen a dead branch that has a gelatinous or moist, soft growth coming out of it?  This is a slime mold also.  The slime mold in your yard is growing on your grass instead of inside a limb. 

Slime mold just grows on the leaf blade.  It does not enter the leaf.  It is just looking for a place to grow.  Unless it stays on the leaf a long time, it should not hurt anything.  You can sweep it off or brush it off with a broom.  Ignoring it works also.  It will eventually go away.

My centipede turf is dying.  It was nice and plush last year.  What happened?  Many things can kill grass, but I am hearing often of this problem so let me address it.  Please excuse me as I repeat myself – centipede lawns should never be lush and thick!  If they are, you are probably headed for problems later.  I wrote an article on May 22 about centipede care.  Get a copy of that article, read it and follow those directions.  

The main problem I see now is mowing height. Do not mow centipede lawns higher than one and a half inches!  If you do, the lawn can become thatchy and susceptible to winterkill.  Once if gets this way, it is difficult for it to recover.  Do not fertilize centipede lawns often.  I prefer once a year, but twice lightly is okay.  Centipede is supposed to be a yellow-green color.  Do not over fertilize!

Okay, I am off my soap box now!

Sinkholes are appearing in my lawn.  What should I do?  True sinkholes are probably due to soil settling or due to water activity under the surface.  Small holes can be due to the decay of buried stumps.  On old home sites, you may be seeing the results of an old well or buried trash pile. Just fill the holes as needed with soil.  Most of these holes are completely safe, but to be certain remember that sink holes are not a children’s play ground.  If the little ones want a hole to play in (I did when I was young) dig them one elsewhere.
Why do my peaches/plums/apples have holes or rotten spots in them?  These fruits have a lot of pests.  They generally require regular spraying to do their best consistently.  You may get a harvest without spraying, but you may not.  

Spray these fruit trees with home orchard spray or home fruit tree spray.  These are mixtures of a fungicide and one or more insecticides.  These sprays should control most fruit pests.  Look for these sprays by these names but they should have a fungicide like Captan and an insecticide like Malathion.  Other mixtures may not work.
Read and follow all label directions.  Generally you would begin sprays when the petals fall off of the flowers and continue until the fruit is nearing harvest. Be careful to read the label to determine how close to harvest the last spray can be.  You must wait a given number of days between the last spray and harvest.

Tired of spraying?  Plant fruits that require less spraying.  These include Oriental persimmon, blueberry, blackberry and pears.  Always plant recommended varieties to help prevent problems.  Sometimes strawberries can be grown without pesticide sprays, but they also have numerous insects and diseases that attack them.  Contact our office for a brochure on these fruits. 

