June 9, 2005
What is this black sooty fungus growing on my grass?  I can wipe it off and it feels powdery.  It can look oily at times.  Slime mold is a strange little fungus that grows on the blades of our lawn occasionally.  It seems to be more common after rain following a dry period.  

Have you ever seen a dead tree branch that has a gelatinous or moist, soft growth coming out of it?  This is a slime mold also.  The slime mold in your yard is growing on your grass instead of inside a limb. 

Slime mold just grows on the leaf blade.  It does not enter the leaf.  It is just looking for a place to grow.  Unless it stays on the leaf a long time, it should not hurt anything.  You can sweep it off or brush it off with a broom.  Ignoring it works also.  It will eventually go away.

What are these worms that crawl out after a rain? They crawl into my house or on my porch, curl up and die.

Millipedes often crawl onto decks and porches and into houses.  They have lots of legs, crawl slowly, curl up when bothered and seem to come out more after a rain.  Let me share some information from former UGA Entomologist Beverly Sparks on these lawn invaders and their cousins, the centipedes.

Millipedes and centipedes are not actually insects. Insects have three body parts and six legs.  Millipedes and centipedes have many body parts and legs.

Millipedes are also called ‘1000 legged’ or ‘rain’ worms.  They have long, round bodies and two pairs of legs per body segment.  They are cream colored or light brown to black and may have red on them.  Some millipedes get up to twelve inches long, but most millipedes in Georgia are less than five inches long.  Generally they are one to two inches long.  Most millipedes live in the soil and feed on decaying plant material.  They also like moisture and will often come out when it rains.  

Millipedes are not poisonous but some produce a liquid that can irritate your eyes or skin.  Do not handle millipedes if you can prevent it.  If you do pick them up, you may smell this liquid on your hands.  Wash your hands repeatedly until the odor goes away.

Centipedes have a flatter body than millipedes and only one pair of legs per body segment. Centipedes also have a distinct head with two long antennae.  They feed on insects they must catch so centipedes move more quickly than millipedes.  
Centipedes have a venomous bite. We usually react to it like we would a bee sting but some people may have a severe allergic reaction to these bites. Centipedes like dark, damp places and can be found under logs, limbs, and other things piled or lying on the ground.  
One type of centipede, the house centipede, can live damp locations in the house.  The house centipede forages at night for roaches and other insects to eat.  They rarely bite and their bite is seldom dangerous.

The best way to control these multi-legged pests is to remove the areas they live and breed in. Remove piles of rocks, leaves, limbs, boards, etc.  Seal up places pests can enter the house.  Fill holes with caulk, install weather stripping and sweeps under doors and make sure windows and doors shut tightly. Do not spray unless you must. If you do treat, spray the places where they can enter the house. Treat around the house or the edges of porches or decks. Pull the mulch back slightly from around buildings and then treat flower and shrub beds. Read and follow all label directions when using pesticides.
You may have to spray several times.  Millipede ‘mommies’ lay 200 to 300 eggs in the soil in the spring.  These hatch in several weeks.  Millipedes mature and can reproduce in two to five years.  Centipedes can also live a long time – up to six years. Do not expect to kill them all.  Why would you?  Millipedes help decay organic matter and centipedes eat other garden and home pests.  Manage their numbers and learn to live with a few of these garden inhabitants.  

