Week of October 4, 1998


Saying the Same Thing

Willie Chance

A church had called a new pastor.  He delivered an excellent first sermon Sunday morning.  The people were pleased.  However, he delivered the same sermon Sunday night.  This caused a little concern.  When he repeated himself again Wednesday night, the group formed a committed to discuss this with their new leader.  "Did you know you have given the same sermon three times?" They asked. "Sure!" he replied. "But why?" they questioned. He responded, "I know we have heard these things three times, but as soon as we start doing them, then I will move on to sermon number two."

Of course, this is a joke, but sometimes I identify with it as I feel like I repeat myself often, especially in the paper.  However, I still get calls on these things and I am trying to meet the needs.  With your indulgence, I want to summarize articles I have written before.  If you want to see the whole article, call me for a copy.

As seasons change, it is time to plant the mums.  These perennials are mostly fall bloomers, though some flower at other times.  Now is a good time to plant them.

Select well drained sites receiving four to six hours of sun a day.  Till in organic matter (lots of it, at least two inches deep) and fertilizer.  Plant at the same level they originally grew in the pot, but cover the root ball.  Water well after planting and as needed to keep soil moist until they get started.  Then water only when soil dries. Do not keep them wet all the time.

Fertilize again next spring and twice more during the summer.  You can pinch the plant to reduce its height but stop pinching 45 to 60 days before bloom.  Potted mums coming into flower are good flowers for children to plant since they bloom quickly.

Pansies will be out soon.  The best time to plant them is October 15 though November 1.  Prepare beds now for them.

Mosquitoes are bad now as they often are when it gets wet after a dry spell.  You cannot kill mosquitoes effectively by spraying since more fly into the yard.  Repellents applied to the skin work best.  Dump out or treat standing water that they breed in.  Warner Robins also has a mosquito control spray program.

Are your crape myrtles getting dark and smutty?  This is sooty mold.  It is probably caused by aphids or white flies feeding on the tree.  They give off a sweet substance which sticks to the leaves.  The sooty mold grows on it.

Kill the insects to control the problem.  Possible insecticides include insecticidal soap, Orthene, Cygon or Malathion.  Read and follow all label directions.

Squirrels are making themselves at home in our houses now.  The only good way to be rid of them is to run them out and close their entrance.  Run them out with noise, by going into the area, light or perhaps an aggressive cat.  Then cover their entrance with hardware cloth or other heavy screen wire.  In one is trapped up there, catch him with a live trap baited with peanut butter and bread.  Release him several miles away.

Do not forget the upcoming Georgia National Fair.  It features contests like the Dahlia, Rose, Camellia and standard Flower Show.  Call the Extension Office for a Premium Book.

Got questions?  Call us at the Houston County Extension Office at 542-2020 or 987-2028 or visit our website at


The Bible is...

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a                unto my path.  Psalm 119:105

Thy                have I hid in mine heart that I might not sin against thee.  Psalm 119:11

How sweet are Thy words to my                ! Psalm 119:103a.

Yea, sweeter than                 to my mouth! Psalm 119:103b.

