Week of October 3, 1999


Saying Farewell to Summer Pests

Willie Chance

Summer has come and gone, leaving us with pleasant memories, suntans and vacation souvenirs.  One other thing it may have left us is various garden questions.  What is that?  Where did it come from?  What can I do for it?  Here are a few of the unwanted garden visitors left from the summer and what to do with them.

Has your lantana stopped blooming or slowed down severely?  I expect this as temperatures drop and the weather gets cloudier.  They like full sun, dry soils and warmth.  Also, notice all the seed pods left from prior flowers.  These sap plant energy and may keep it from re-blooming.

However, you may also have an insect problem.  The lantana lace bug is a brown bug up to 1/6 inch long with narrow wings with a lacework pattern.  The young are spiny and generally feed on the bottom of the leaves.  The adults will be on top and bottoms of leaves.

The leaves become speckled white and bloom may be reduced.  You can spray them with insecticidal soap, Orthene or liquid Sevin.  On the other hand, lantana will die back with the frost so you may consider ignoring the problem.

Fire ants are a constant problem.  I heard another bit of interesting ant information lately.  Argentine ants (a smaller ant cousin) will compete well with fire ants in an area.  If the fire ants are weakened by pesticides or other means, they may even take over.  This sounds great.  So why not go out and get some Argentine ants?  These smaller, non-stinging pests are bad to get in the house.  At least fire ants stay outside!  As one person put it, we would rather have fire ants outside instead of Argentine ants inside.

For ants, treat individual mounds with an insecticide.  Sprinkle Orthene powder on the mound or drench it with another insecticide.  To drench, get a bucket and mix several gallons of solution.  Slowly pour one to two gallons on each mound.  Treat again, using more liquid if this does not kill them.  Be sure to mark the bucket ‘Poison!’ so you will not use it for other uses.

Many trees have holes in their leaves now or leaf spots.  I expect this in the fall.  Most are too large to spray.  Try to ignore them.  Many times the pest is long gone and we are only seeing the calling card they left. If you catch an insect, and there are lots of them and the tree is small, perhaps then we can treat.  Bring the bug in for identification.

Summer weeds plague our yards.  The good news is that most of them die by 

December 1.  The bad news is that a whole new crop of winter weeds take their place.  What should we do?

Many broadleaf weeds can be controlled by spraying Weed B Gon, as needed.  A better idea is to prevent the weeds with preventative herbicides applied in late October and 

mid-February.  The October application prevents winter weeds and the February application prevents summer weeds.  Use Atrazine on most lawns, it works best on broadleaf weeds.  Do not use Atrazine on green Bermudagrass.  It may burn it.  Use Balan, but be sure to get it out before weeds come up.  It is useless after the weeds emerge.  Do not put herbicides out where you want to seed rye grass.  It may kill it.

Some visitors are not welcome in our gardens.  They make a mess of our landscapes.  Here is the way to show them to the door and then to put out the unwelcome mat for them.  For more information, call or E-mail us uge2153b@uga.edu   Our phone number is listed under Houston County as the Cooperative Extension Service.  We also have a website you can access at www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston
