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Things are not always as they seem.  I got a call from a nice lady named "Patty."  She said that her company wanted to "give me a gift."  She was very polite, but when I informed her that I did not want to buy anything over the phone, she was ready to hang up and I never got my "gift."

Things are not always what they seem or what people say they are.  Here are a few garden myths taken from University of Georgia horticulture specialist BobWesterfield and others.

Myth # one: "Organic pesticides are natural products toxic to pests but harmless to other living things."  We wish this were true.  Many organic pesticides are safer, but some can be quite poisonous.  Rotenone is made from the roots of derris plants and is toxic if swallowed or inhaled.  Both pyrethrum and rotenone are very harmful to fish.  An old fashioned (and hopefully obsolete) organic pesticide, nicotine sulfate, is actually more toxic than the chemical pesticides Malathion and Sevin.

Select pesticides carefully whether they are organic or not.  Use them only when necessary and then according to the label.

Myth # two:  "The soil under pines and oaks is acidic."  The acidity of the soil depends upon the rocks beneath it, not the trees above it.  Test your soil to see if your soil needs liming and how much to apply.

Myth # three:  "Mushrooms growing in a lawn means the soil is deficient."  Actually these are the fruiting structures of fungi growing under the ground.  Some fungi rot wood or other organic matter on or under the soil.  Others live in harmony with tree roots and help them take up water and nutrients.  A few cause plant diseases.  The sudden appearance of mushrooms does not mean the lawn needs fertilizer.  There is no control for them except to rake them up or to remove the organic matter they are decaying.

Myth # four:  "Moss growing in a lawn means it needs lime."  Anything causing poor lawn growth will leave open areas of soil which moss or weeds can then grow in.  Most lawn problems are caused by poor watering during the summer.  Water one inch once a week during the summer.

Soil sample now and lime and fertilize using this information.

Myth # five:  "Prune shrubs and trees in the winter."  This will work, but it is best to stop pruning in mid-September and begin again in late January or February.  Do not prune spring flowering shrubs until after they bloom in the spring.  Call the Extension office for a schedule of when to perform garden jobs.

Myths # six and seven: "Grits will kill ants" and "lime will kill fleas."  There is no evidence that these work.  There are some good control methods that have been tested and approved by the University of Georgia.  Call us for more details.

The Extension Service works to make the research-based information from the University of Georgia available to you.  This will help you make educated decisions.  We can be reached at 542-2020 or 987-2028 or at our website at www.griffin.peachnet.edu\ga\houston.

