Dealing With Cute Lawn Invaders
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We have two dogs – Princess and Baby. They are adorable and they use this to their advantage. If you are eating, they will lay their head on your lap or stand nearby and give you the treatment. Cute, sad puppy eyes seem to say. “Please feed me. I have not eaten in a week!” Of course, I know better. Their wily ways do not work on me, but this does not keep them from trying!

Some pests seem to be too ‘cute’ to be troublesome. How can something that adorable become a problem? Here are a couple of pests that seem adorable but may give you some headaches. 

What can I do about chipmunks? Chipmunks are cute but they can be aggravating. The common chipmunk is not much like the Chip and Dale that our kids see on television.

Chipmunks do not generally eat plants, but they do tunnel quite a bit. From what I have heard, they can tunnel under buildings and over time can settle the foundation. 
Try to live with them if you can. If they become too numerous, you can trap them. Use a rat trap. This is just a larger version of the mouse trap. Be careful. If you get your finger snapped by a mouse trap, it will hurt. If you get caught by a rat trap, you may suffer permanent injury.

Bait the trap with a pecan meat or a small ball of peanut butter mixed with oatmeal. To keep birds out of the trap, make a two-sided tent out of two boards. Lean the boards together so that they make a roof over the trap. Secure the boards so they will not fall.

You could instead cover the trap with a box. This will also help to keep inquisitive pets away. Put the trap close to the chipmunk’s hole. Put the box upside down covering the trap and the hole. Cut holes in the box where it touches the ground so that chipmunks can get in and out. If the trap does not work with the box, try it without but remember that dogs, birds and other animals can be attracted to these traps.

Once you trap a chipmunk, seal the hole with dirt and see if the chipmunks re-open it. If they do, you need to continue to trap chipmunks. Sometimes a hungry cat can be an ally in depleting the chipmunk population. 
What do I do about raccoons eating my corn? Do not be deceived by the raccoon’s cute looks. They are formidable fighters. They can also make havoc of a corn patch in just a little while. They strip the corn shucks off and eat the kernels.
You can trap and relocate raccoons, but be careful not to let them bite you. Use the live traps and bait the traps with fish flavored cat food. Yes, you will also be likely to catch cats as well. You can also wrap ears of corn with reinforced filament tape to reduce damage to ears of corn. I would not eat corn the raccoons have gotten into. Raccoons can carry disease.

Hang one or two wires of electric fence around gardens to keep raccoons out. Put the wires at six and twelve inches above the ground. One wire at six inches may be enough, but two is probably better. Turn the fence on at dusk and off again after sun up.
Seal trash cans and food well. Raccoons are good at getting into things. They will also crawl into chimneys and can raise young in the chimney. Fortunately, the mother will lead the young out about the time she begins to wean them. Seal the top of chimneys with heavy wire screen to keep raccoons and other critters out.
Raccoons are a major carrier of rabies. Avoid raccoons that show no fear of you or raccoons that are acting unusual or aggressive. 
Contact the local Department of Natural Resources office for more information concerning wildlife (478-825-6354) or your local Extension Office. You can also see this website for more information on dealing with raccoons, chipmunks and other wild lawn invaders - http://wildlifedamage.unl.edu/handbook/handbook/
