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Is it too early to trim crape myrtles?   It is too early to prune shrubs and trees.  Pruning now opens them up to winter injury.  Plants pruned now will probably be okay, but why take a chance?  Wait until after the first of the year to prune woody plants.  Wait to prune spring flowering shrubs until after they bloom.
Will it hurt to cut crape myrtles way back?  If you do so at the correct time (January through bud break) they should survive and grow well.  When you prune heavily like this, you are changing the normal growth pattern of the plant.  Crape myrtles usually grow to become small trees.  Heavy pruning turns them into bushes.  Is this what you really want to do?  You are also increasing the maintenance requirements of the tree since the bush will probably need pruning more often now.  See our brochure on crape myrtle culture for more information - http://www.ces.uga.edu/pubcd/L331.htm
We are being inundated with wasps.  What do we do?  According to UGA Entomologist, Dr. Beverly Sparks – they are just looking for a warm place for the winter.  (Not a very reassuring thought!)
Insects are cold blooded.  No, this does not mean they are ruthless!  They just need warm temperatures to remain active.  As temperatures fall, insects slow down.  When it gets really cold, many die while others take shelter in warmer locations.  They can find this shelter in our attics, garages and homes.
Wasps, yellow jackets, hornets and other social insects leave their nest in the fall.  The entire colony dies with the first frost – except for a few fertilized females (queens).  These females survive to start next year’s colony.  They look for a warm place to over-winter. This could be our home.  What should we do?  Prevent them from getting in by sealing up all cracks and crevices.  
What do you do if they get in?  These queens are very aggressive in the fall.  They are fighting to protect their homes and families.  After the nest and home are gone, they are less aggressive.  Once they get in the house, they will be calmer and easier to handle.  Just suck them up with a vacuum.  They may not even sting.  
Do not take any chances by irritating them though.  If you try to kill wasps or hornets, do so quickly. Do not irritate them and expect them to remain docile.  You can buy ‘knock down’ sprays with pyrethroids in them, but the vacuum may be all you need.
How can I kill this viney weed that has purple flowers?  It comes up every year at this time! Florida betony has leaves opposite each other on the stem.  Leaves are about one inch long with little teeth on them.  The stem is square and flowers are white or pink with purple spots.  It has a white underground tuber that looks like a rattle snake rattle.  Some gardeners call it rattle snake weed.  The plant smells when crushed.

You must spray Florida betony repeatedly every three to four weeks to prevent its spread.  Use Weed Be Gon, 33 Plus or the equivalent in lawns.  In beds, use Round Up.  Read and follow all label directions.  

When you spray the weed, it should die back.  Check it twice a month through March.  When it regrows, spray it again.

You must spray all of the weed repeatedly to reduce the levels of it in the landscape.  This means that if the weed is coming from an adjacent yard, you need to work with your neighbor to manage this weed.  Treat the weed like this every year if it reappears.  You may never kill it all but should be able to at least slow its spread. 
