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Different Strokes for Different Folks

Years ago when I left home for U.G.A., I discovered that my new roommate in

the dorm, Paul, was my total opposite. I was an agriculture major, he was in accounting. I

loved the outdoors, he was an indoor type. He was a fantastic racquetball player. I had

never heard of the game and failed miserably trying to learn it. I was an early riser, he

was a night owl. In short, we made Felix and Oscar the “Odd Couple” seem tame by

comparison. Surprisingly, we got along great in spite of our many differences. In fact, we

roomed together for three years by choice. Well, I guess it takes all kinds of folks to

make the world go around. It takes all kinds of plants to build an attractive landscape as

well. There are many different types of roses, for example, and they require different

pruning “strokes” to perform their best.

Hybrid Tea Roses provide beautiful blooms on long stems for cut-flowers. These

roses should be pruned before spring growth begins. Prune four to six of the healthiest

canes back to about 24 inches above the ground. Always make your cuts just above an

outward facing bud. A drop of white glue on the cut surface may help protect against

cane borers. Of course, always be sure to remove diseased or weak spindly growth.

Climbing roses are just as beautiful in the landscape but they require a totally

different pruning technique. These roses normally have a huge flush of flowers in early

spring. New canes are formed during flowering that will bear the next year’s flowers.

Wait until the first big flush of flowers occurs in the spring before pruning climbing

roses. Then, remove the oldest canes near ground level.

Floribundas and grandiflora roses produce multiple flowers at the end of shoots

on short stems. The floribundas have a shrub-like growth habit. These rose bushes should

be pruned to maintain their normal plant shape. Prune out spent flowers, leggy growth,

and any diseased wood. Grandiflora roses have a natural growth pattern that is more like

hybrid tea roses so they should be pruned just like you would prune a hybrid tea.

Always be on the lookout for dark diseased tissue and split bark when you prune

any rose bush. To prevent the spread of some diseases it is advisable to disinfect your

pruners when cutting out damaged wood. You can make a simple disinfectant for your

pruners by mixing one part chlorine bleach with nine parts water.

During the growing season all types of roses need grooming. Grooming is simply

the removal of spent flowers, leggy growth, and growth that is damaged by insects or

disease. Removing this plant debris from the garden can help reduce the amount of

disease in the rose garden.

When you cut flowers from your roses, try to make the cuttings in the early

morning or in the late afternoon. There is more stored food energy in flowers at these

times. This can help lengthen the display life of the blooms. Make your cuts ¼ inch

above a fully developed leaf. It is best to place the freshly cut stem in water as quickly as

possible. Many rose growers carry a small container of water to the garden so they can

immediately put the cut flowers in water.

If you use the correct pruning technique for the types of roses you grow, you will

be rewarded with healthier, more productive plants. It’s not that difficult to learn. In fact,

I’d say it is a lot easier than it was for me to learn to sleep while Paul ran that darn adding

machine late at night!

