An October Solution to an April Problem
October 23, 2003

I can tell when the children have bathed before me.  The floor will be wet and the soap will be dry. The soap may be in tiny pieces or have a hole bored through it.  Tiny plastic animals with many sharp points will be all over the bath hidden just where I want to step.  By these things I can tell that the children have been there already!
Fall has been in your garden, leaving evidences of its passing. Some plants are brown, but others are greening up.  Unfortunately many of the green plants are weeds.  

These weeds are small now but expect them to be several inches high by next April. This is when I get calls on how to control the weeds.  By then, it is often too late to kill these weeds.  What we need is an October solution to an April problem.

In central Georgia, we have two types of weeds that grow in four seasons.  Winter weeds come up in fall and grow through winter into early spring.  Summer weeds germinate in spring and grow through summer into fall.  
To prevent winter weeds; apply pre-emergence (preventative) herbicides around mid October and again 45 days later.  These will prevent many weeds from coming up or getting large.  Once these weeds get to the size they are in April, they can be close to impossible to kill.
What pre-emergence herbicide should you use?  That will depend on the kind of weeds you had last year and will expect this year and the type of lawn grass you have. 

Atrazine prevents broadleaf weeds better than grassy weeds.  It will control annual bluegrass, henbit and other winter weeds.  Atrazine can be used on all warm season turf except green Bermuda grass. It should not be used on Bermuda grass unless it is fully dormant.  Atrazine can also be used after weeds emerge to kill existing weeds.
On Bermuda grass and other warm season grasses, you can use other pre-emergence herbicides instead of Atrazine.  These are better at controlling grasses, but will prevent some small seeded broadleaf weeds.  These herbicides include Halts (pendamethalin), Surflan (oryzalin), Balan (benefin) and XL (benefin and oryzalin).  These are excellent at preventing crabgrass but will have to be applied in February and April to control crabgrass. Make sure that you put these herbicides out before the weeds come up.  These will not work after weeds emerge.  Use the same time of application as for Atrazine.

Since the weeds are already emerging, is there any sense in putting these chemicals out?  Atrazine will kill some existing weeds while most of the others will not.  For this and other reasons, I recommend that you use Atrazine to prevent winter weeds.  The other herbicides I mentioned will not control existing weeds but can prevent some new weeds from coming up.
All pre-emergence herbicides will also prevent ryegrass from emerging.  Do not use them on turf that is less than a year old and avoid applying them to weak turf or during lawn green up in the spring.  Be cautious.  Read and follow all label directions.  Each herbicide may have special guidelines you must follow.

Herbicides applied in October will have almost no effect on warm season weeds that come up in the spring – like crabgrass.  To prevent the summer weeds, apply pre-emergence herbicides around February 15 and again 45 days later

No weed control program will kill them all.  Learn to accept a few weeds.  It is not as much fun as learning to live with children but it can be done!
(Steve, could we include this at the end or elsewhere?)

Master Gardener's of Central Georgia and the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI) - New Hope Nursery will conduct a plant sale on Saturday October 25 from 8 AM until 5 PM at the New Hope Nursery, 209 Elberta Road (100 Story Road), Warner Robins, GA.  Come and see lots of plants available for fall planting.  Remember, fall is the best time to plant most trees, shrubs and perennials.

