Week of April 9, 2000


Preventing the Spring-Summer Oscillation

Willie Chance

Do you remember oscillating fans?  I know we have them now, but I recall them best when I was young.  Perhaps it was because we did not always have air conditioning.  Sometimes at night the oscillating fan was our main source of cooling air.

Although I appreciated the fan, I remember being alternately cool and hot.  The fan would turn my way and cool me and then move on to somewhere else only to shortly return.  Things were wonderful for a short while, but then you had to wait a while to enjoy the cool again.

Some plants are like this.  They are very nice and then go through a (not so cool( stage.  Unfortunately, many spring blooming plants can oscillate like this.  They look nice for a week or two during flowering, then it is a while before they perform again.

How can we help these plants look good all year long?  Examine your spring bloomers now.  Find and solve their problems to make them look their best year round.

Some flowering pears (often called Bradford pears) are dying at tips at the branches.  The ends are brown and look burned.  The tip of the branch will often be curled over like a shepherd(s crook.  This is fire blight.  It is a bacterial disease that gets in the plant through the flowers.

It quickly kills the branch and then moves deeper into the plant.  It can also attack apples, fruiting pears, loquats, pyracantha and others.

Once it is in the tree, you can not control it.  Sprays will not work.  You can try cutting off the infected branches several inches below the dead.  Since fire blight is so infectious, dip the shears in rubbing alcohol between cuts.  

Have you looked at your azaleas?  Many have silvery, speckled leaves with brown tarry spots underneath.  This means they have lace bugs.  Spray twice with imidacloprid, Orthene or Sevin to control them.


Imidacloprid is made by a company called Bayer and can be bought under their label.  Read the active ingredients to make sure you have the correct chemical. 

Examine your camellias.  Do they have yellow spots on the top of the leaves and a white powdery substance underneath?  Rub the bottom of the leaf.  Does it feel rough like it has something stuck to it?  It may have tea scale.  Scales are insects that attach to the leaves and suck 

plant juices.  They generally spread in spring.  Spray now with Orthene to slow their spread.  Follow with another spray in two weeks.

After bloom is also the time to prune spring bloomers.  Cut out dead and dying branches.  Reduce height, if needed, and prune to shape the plant and make it fuller.  Contact us for more details.

Do you want your spring flowering shrubs to look good all year?  Give them a spring exam.  Identify problems and solve them now before they get worse.  For help doing this, E-mail the Houston County Extension Service at wchance@uga.edu or see our web site at 

www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston    Our phone number is listed under Houston County Government, as the Cooperative Extension Service.

