
Here are a few gardening tasks and projects that you can do this month to help keep your garden looking it's best for the rest of this season, and prepare for the long cold winter and upcoming spring.

Perennials, annuals, and bulbs

*Make sure that the canes of your vining plants are securely fastened to their supports. Winter winds can whip and severely damage unprotected plants.

*Mound five to six inches of soil around the bases of your hardy fuchsias and roses. Use soil from another part of the garden, rather than risking damage to the roots by digging around the base of the plant.
*Continue to transplant your perennials throughout the fall and winter, as long as they remain dormant.

*Tender bulbs should be dug up and stored in a cool, dark area after first frost. And be sure that your tender plants are protected from frost.  Mulching will help create a blanket of protection over the root system.

Shrubs and trees

*This month and throughout the next several months will be good times to transplant trees and shrubs. At this time of the year, most ornamentals have entered into dormancy, and can be safely dug and replanted. The key to transplanting is to dig a large root ball (get as much of the root system as is possible). Equally important, is getting the plant back into the prepared soil as quickly as possible, to keep the roots from drying out.

*Prune your evergreens to shape.

 Lawn

*If you haven't already applied a fall or winter type of lawn fertilizer (20-9-9), now is the time to do it. This encourages good root development and helps improve the color of the lawn.  Lime can also be applied, if needed.

*Give your lawn a good raking to lift away accumulations of debris. And keep leaves raked from the lawn.  They You can compost them or you can just mow over them, turning them to a mulch which adds important nutrients back to the lawn.

House Plants

*Winter heating dries the air out in your home considerably. Help your house plants survive by misting them or placing the pots on a pebble filled tray of water to ensure adequate humidity and moisture.

*Pot up some spring flowering bulbs for indoor color during the winter. Store the pots in a cool, dark place, until new growth emerges from the soil, and then move them to a bright window.
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