Let(s Hear it Again

January 23, 2004

My youngest daughter is creating (documentaries(. Of course, she is only 11 so her documentaries consist of things that interest the average young girl.  She has produced two documentaries so far - a cousin(s documentary and a friend(s documentary. These consisted of getting with the respective group and seeing how much silliness she can record on a 45 minute long audio tape. The truly amazing thing is how much glee they get in listening to themselves say the same thing over and over.

Some people enjoy hearing the same thing, again and again. I like to hear good news again, but with bad news - hearing it once is too much.  Let me give you some good news about the season. Perhaps you have heard it before, but it bears repeating.

What can I plant at this time of year? You can plant almost any type of shrub or tree now.  In fact, planting now is better than waiting to plant. Early planted shrubs have longer to recover before they face the hot, dry summer weather.

There are even some vegetables you can plant now.  Seed English peas, snow peas or snap peas (not snap beans - there is a difference!) into the garden now. These can usually take some cold weather and survive. You can also plant onion plants or sets now. 

Start cool season vegetable transplants inside now. These would include cabbage, collard, broccoli, cauliflower and related vegetables. Give the transplants plenty of light - a south or east facing window or place a flourescent light within 12 to 18 inches of the plants. 

When can I prune?  Here is a simple rule that works for most plants. If the plant blooms before May1, prune it after it blooms but before July 15.  This keeps you from pruning off the flowers or the buds. If the plant blooms after May1 or does not bloom at all, prune it from January through September 15.

How severely can I prune? If you must prune a plant severely, do so from mid January through early March. You can prune many shrubs down to 12 to 24 inches tall and they will come back.  A general rule is to expect a 90% success rate with this pruning method.

Do not heavily prune box woods or needle evergreens (junipers, cedars, pines etc.) like this.  They may not grow back.

Remember to cut the plant down to well below the height that you want it to ultimately be. If you want a shrub to be four feet tall and prune it to four feet high you will have to prune again next year since the plant will continue to grow. You can not heavily prune a plant like this every year.  It is better to prune the plant to 12 inches tall and slowly let it reach 4 feet tall or taller.  In eight years or so, perhaps you can heavily prune the shrub again.

Is there another way to deal with shrubs that are too large?  Have you ever considered turning that large shrub into a small tree? Remove all the lower branches except for one to seven main branches. Remove all the leaves on the bottom half or so of the plant. This will make the shrub into a small tree. This may make the plant more useful or acceptable where it is. You will probably have to continue to remove new growth that tries to take the original branches place.

The best way to avoid too large shrubs is to know the mature size of the plant. Plan ahead and plant shrubs and trees that will not outgrow the site they are selected for.  For instance, did you know that Leyland cypress can get 60 feet or more tall and 30 feet wide?  Loropetalum can get 8 to 15 feet tall with time. Yet I see people putting these plants in spots too small for them.  The landscape looks good at first, but soon turns into either a jungle or a maintenance head ache. Plan ahead to reduce the time you work in your garden and increase the time you spend enjoying your landscape..

