
There is still a very good probability that drought conditions will intensify in Georgia.  Winter rains have been a welcomed sight for Georgians tired of dealing with the drought that started in March 2006.  Unfortunately, drought conditions persist across much of the state, and will likely continue.  Rainfall deficits remains large across north Georgia.  For the past year, Columbus received 79% of its normal rainfall.  Thanks to a moderate to strong La Niña climate pattern, there is a high probability that Georgia will experience temperatures above normal and rainfall below normal through spring.  There is concern Georgia will not receive enough rain this spring to cushion us later.  

If we do not receive enough rain, we may need strong conservation efforts again this summer to protect the water supply. For Georgia drought information, go to the Web site www.georgiadrought.org.  Following are some tips for managing a water smart landscape -- without irrigation.  

*Help your plants use less water. Cut back annuals and perennials during dry spells.  They’ll bounce back when it rains again.

*Collect water to keep your valuable plants alive. You’ll be surprised at how much drips from your air conditioner, and at how much you catch in a rain barrel under your downspouts.

*Prioritize plants.  When water is scarce, give it to your valuable or irreplaceable trees and shrubs first. 

*Don’t stress your plants.  Don’t fertilize when you can’t water it in.  

*Mulch.  Cover the entire area from the trunk to the ends of the branches with pine straw, bark chips or shredded hardwood mulch. 

*Encourage deeper rooting by raising the mower blade during dry weather.  Cutting the grass a little higher raises lawn survival rates and decreases water demand.  Sharp blades also help reduce the need for water.

*Adjust your mower to a higher setting and mow more frequently.  Longer grass blades provide shade and help hold in moisture longer.

*Keep off the grass.  Avoid walking on grass during periods of stress. 
*Aerate your lawn.  Aeration improves the movement of water and nutrients into the soil, decreases run-off and encourages the roots of grass to grow deeply and to become drought tolerant.
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