June 30, 2005
As the proverb says, it is ‘the little foxes that spoil the grapes.’ It does not take a big pest to spoil a crop. Some ‘little foxes’ have gotten into some of our trees and they are spoiling the garden. 
What bores the little holes in pecan shells and eats out the inside?  I found a small, short fat grub inside some of the nuts last year.  This is probably caused by the pecan weevil.  The young weevil is a short, fat grub or worm. The adult is a beetle with a long snout.

The weevils spend the winter through early summer in the ground. They emerge as adults from July thorough October. Then they fly or crawl to a pecan tree. The female weevils lay eggs for the next generation of weevils that will damage the pecans.

If you know when the weevils emerge, you can spray with liquid Sevin (carbaryl) to kill them.  How do you know when the weevils are present? Build or buy pecan weevil traps. These traps will not catch all of the weevils but will catch enough to let you know when to spray. 

There are several types of traps that you can buy or build.   See this site for more information - 
http://ufinsect.ifas.ufl.edu/weevil-trapping.htm
Set up the traps near trees in mid-July. Check the traps twice a week for weevils through October. If you see weevils in the trap, spray every seven to ten days with liquid Sevin (carbaryl). Spray regularly until you see no more weevils in the traps.  Monitor the traps until October 15. If the weevils return, begin spraying again. Pecan weevils are most likely to emerge from August 10 through September 20. They are also more likely to emerge after a rain.

If you find weevils then spray the ground around the pecan tree out to the drip line, the trunk and the lower limbs with Sevin. Use ten gallons of spray per tree. Be careful to keep the spray off yourself. Read the label and follow all directions. Start sprays when weevils begin to emerge (usually the first week in August) and continue until the weevils no longer show up in the traps. 

If you spray like this for several years, you should reduce the numbers of weevils and the damage they cause. Do not expect to kill all the weevils. Be content to reduce the amount of weevil injury. If weevils return in following years, set out the traps and begin the process again
You can also reduce weevil numbers by picking up and discarding infested nuts when you harvest the pecans. Pick up nuts and check for weevils twice a week during harvest. Destroy nuts that have weevils in them. For more information on pecans see our publication, Home Garden Pecans at http://www.ces.uga.edu/pubcd/C744.htm
How do I keep pine beetles out of my trees? There is no simple answer to this problem. Pine trees weakened from injury, drought etc. will attract beetles. There is no chemical we can use to kill beetles once they are in the tree. The best method is to prevent the beetles from attacking our trees. 
Pine beetles can detect an injured tree and can then fly to it and infect it. Prevent tree injury. Do not prune pines in the spring and summer when beetles will be attracted to the sap coming from pruning cuts. If trees are injured, spray wounds with Bifenthrin every three weeks or so. Do not try to remove the sap or coat the wound with pruning paint.  Read and follow all label directions when using pesticides.

Keep the tree in good health. If the soil gets very dry, water the tree with three-quarter to one inch of water once a week. Do not water more often than this. Do not dig around trees or drive over or pile soil on their roots.
If pine trees die, remove them very quickly since pines quickly become a risk to fall. If you have some trees that need to be removed, consider removing other pines in the area that are damaged, oozing sap, have cankers or are infested with beetles. Pine beetle control is very difficult. See this site for more information on keeping these ‘little foxes’ out of your trees - http://www.barkbeetles.org/pbb/pbbpub.html
