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We all know that Georgia is number one.  Here is just another way that Georgia ranks first.  Georgia is number one in the production of improved pecans in the U.S. 

I love to eat pecans.  Of course, they have lots of fat and calories.  Researchers have found that they also have high levels of Vitamin E, folic acid and plant sterols.  These sterols may actually lower blood cholesterol levels when eaten in large quantity. 

Pecans are not without their problems in Georgia.  Pecan farmers must carefully manage their trees to get a crop every year.  They generally have to spray them regularly to produce a dependable crop. Homeowners cannot do this, so we may not get nuts every year.  Although we cannot expect a crop every year, start right with pecans and you may get a more dependable pecan harvest.

Selecting a good variety is very important.  Pick a disease resistant variety.  If you are not going to water the tree regularly in the summer, select a tree with smaller nuts.  It is easier for a tree to fill small nuts.  If you pick the wrong variety, you may not get good quality pecans. For yard trees select from Stuart, Gloria Grande, and Curtis, Elliott and Sumner. 

Plant at least two varieties for pollination.  Since they are wind pollinated, plant them fairly close together.  Do not put them any closer than 40 feet apart however or better yet 60 to 80 feet apart.  Once trees begin to crowd each other, nut production can decline.

Plant trees in full sun areas that are well drained. Pecans do not like wet soils.  Soil sample.  If needed, lime the soil before you refill the hole.  Spread the rest of the lime in a 25' circle around the tree.  Do not put fertilizer in the planting hole.  It may burn new roots.  Fertilize after planting in the same 25' circle.

Plant in the winter. This allows the plant to get established before the hot, dry summer weather.  Dig the hole deep and wide enough to accommodate all the roots without bending them.  If you must, you can cut off extremely long lateral roots (the ones that run parallel to the soil surface).  Try not to though, if you can.  These roots may create some of your main feeder roots for the tree.

If you are planting bare-root trees, buy trees that have healthy, moist roots.  Avoid dry trees.  They may never grow.  To see if the tree is alive, gently scratch back the bark in one place.  Live trees will be green or white to cream underneath.  Plants growing in pots may have better roots than bare root trees.

If roots of bare root trees are a little dry, soak them for 2 to 4 hours before planting.  Plant all trees no deeper than they originally grew.  There should be a color change on the plant where the soil line used to be.

Mulch with four inches of pine straw, bark or ground landscape waste.  Water the tree in well to settle the soil around the roots.  Do this again in several days.  Water with 10 to 15 gallons of water once a week for the first year, if it does not rain enough.

February is a good time to fertilize established pecan trees. Contact your local Extension office for details.

Pecans are number one in Georgia, but they are not without their problems. Start right with Georgia's number one nut for the best results. For nore information, visit this website http://pubs.caes.uga.edu/caespubs/pubcd/C744.htm
