Week of March 2, 1997


Pecan Preparations


Willie O. Chance III


Houston County Extension Agent

Georgia is the pecan capitol of the world.  We produce more pecans in Georgia than any other state (Texas is number two).  Houston County has over 2500 acres of pecan orchards.  That is a lot of pecans to pick up, crack and eat.

Pecans are found in yards as well as orchards.  I have been getting a lot of calls lately about yard pecan trees.  Let me share some of what I have shared with those who called.

Although harvest is months away, we need to prepare for it now.  Pecans do not appear by magic at the ends of the branches of these stately trees.  Preparations must be made to equip the tree to produce a crop.  Late February is an excellent time to prepare your pecan trees for success this fall.

I hope I do not begin by dampening your enthusiasm, but I must be honest.  You may not be able to do anything about the most limiting factors to pecan production - insects and disease.  In many situations, insects and diseases may destroy the pecan crop from an otherwise healthy tree.  I tell you this because you may make all these preparations and still not get a good pecan crop.  However, I still think you should care for your tree.  A well maintained tree grows and looks better and is better able to support a pecan crop.

The first pecan chore is removing dead and dying limbs.  Remove them as close to the main trunk as possible without damaging the branch collar.  This is the slightly raised area surrounding the area where the limb attaches to the trunk.  Remove low lying limbs that interfere with mowing and walking around the tree.

Soil sample around the trees if you have not done so within the last two to three years.  Lime and fertilize as needed.  If your trees are planted in your centipede lawn, this lawngrass does not like lime and high fertilizer rates.  So you must decide -- Which one do you want, pecans or grass?

For newly planted trees, apply one pound of 10-10-10 with zinc evenly all around the tree.  For established trees, apply four pounds of 10-10-10 with zinc per inch of trunk diameter at a point four foot from the ground.  Spread this evenly in a circle around the tree out to just beyond the drip line of the tree.  Fertilize as soon as possible, preferably before mid-March.

If planting new trees, select adapted varieties.  Poor tree selection can lead to years of unfruitful work.  Select the most pest resistant trees for a yard, since you cannot spray them.  Call our office for a list of recommended varieties.

Consider buying a tree that bears a smaller pecan if you are not going to water the tree regularly.  Small pecans are easier to fill out than large ones when drought hits.  It is better to have small pecans than no pecans.

Pecans grow well in Houston County.  Although you are not guaranteed a crop every year due to pests, you can improve what you do have with proper care - starting now.

For more information on pecan care, call the Houston County Extension service at 542-2020 or 987-2028.

