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NASA's high technology, out-of-this-world research has come up with a down-to-earth discovery.  I found this on the World Wide Web and thought I would share it with you.

You may think that the space industry does not benefit us much.  Several interesting inventions though have come from such work.

Recent NASA research has made another discovery--although some of us probably knew this already.  NASA scientists found out that some plants act like giant pollution vacuums--removing pollutants from the air.

Of course, we have suspected this all along.  Doesn't the air seem crisper and cleaner when we walk through a wooded glen, or along a trail with trees?  Even if that lovely site is near a city, freeway, or factory - the air seems fresher and clearer there.

Well, NASA has confirmed what we suspected.  Plants do clean the air.  Not only that but they have identified some plants that are better at it than others. 

NASA injected trichloroethylene, formaldehyde and benzene into chambers with live house plants.  Then they looked at these plants and their ability to clean these pollutants from the air.  These chemicals are found in several household products like cleaners, paint, gasoline, plastics, inks and oils.  They can cause problems like skin irritation, cataracts, and even cancer at high concentrations.

The plants they investigated were house plants.  The application is obvious.  If you want cleaner and healthier air in your home -- grow these plants in your home.

House plants not only clean the air, they also increase air humidity, reduce noise, and add beauty to the home.

So now you have one more reason to add plants to your home.  What more are you waiting for?  Go get a plant and give it a home!.  It will repay you by making your home happier and healthier.

Not all plants have been proven to be pollution vacuums.  The plants identified by NASA that are good at this include bamboo palm, Chinese evergreen, English ivy, Gerbera daisy, Dracaena marginata, corn plant, Sansevieria, pot mum, peace lily ‘Mauna Loa’, Dracaena ‘Janet Craig’ and Dracaena ‘Warneckii’.  You can also consult UGA Extension Bulletin 959, ‘Indoor Plants’ for further suggestions of good house plants.

If you need help selecting, placing, or caring for your plant though -- do not call NASA.  Call or come by your local County Extension Office

