Week of July 18, 1999


Our Vining Vegetable Friends

Willie Chance

I love the vining vegetables.  They crawl all over the garden.   Like large leafy green centipedes they creep through the patch sticking their yellow flowers up through the foliage.

Their golden flowers signal it is almost time to begin our annual vegetable hunt.  Soon we can wade through the veggie-jungle picking squash, pumpkin and melons.

Though very hardy, our vining friends are not without problems.  Several pests could prevent the harvest.

Does it look like someone powdered your squash, pumpkin and cucumber leaves?  This blight is powdery mildew, a fungus growing on the leaves.  Unlike most fungi, it can even be a problem in dry weather.

You can try to prevent it by planting in a spot receiving at least six hours of sun a day.  Some varieties may be resistant - read the seed package.  Water twice a week, about 3/4 inch each time and only between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m.  A spray of Daconil or Benlate

will help slow the disease but will not kill it.

Is something boring into your cucumbers and melons?  This is probably a pickleworm.  Once he is inside, it is too late!  Try to prevent him getting in by spraying Sevin or Thiogard weekly.  Follow all label directions, especially concerning days from spray to harvest.  Wash fruits well with water before eating.

A similar pest, the squash vine borer, attacks squash stems.  He tunnels in killing the plant’s vascular system.  Prevent him as mentioned above.  Once he is in, you can inject B.t. sprays (Dipel, Thuricide, etc.) into his hole. 

You can also do surgery.  Gently cut the stem the long way and remove him.  Push the stem back together and bury it with soil.  The plant may grow roots there and slowly recover.

Once vines get in very bad shape, it may be best to replace them.  Plant new crops now.  Watermelon and winter squash may make before frost, but it is not certain.  Squash and cucumbers should have plenty of time.  

Some cucumbers and melons rot where they touch the soil.  This is hard to control.  Bury all old organic matter before planting.  Water as recommended above and fertilize carefully.  Some gardeners set their cantaloupe up on cans to ripen.  This keeps them off the soil and does not hold lots of water up against their bottoms.

Vine crops need bee pollination.  Poor pollination may make fruit drop off or rot early on.  Affected cucumbers will be shriveled on one end.

There is not much you can do for this, except getting a hive or two of bees.  Of course, then what would the neighbors say?

Do not use insecticides when honey bees are flying or around beehives.  You can also ‘act like a bee’ and transfer the pollen from male to female flowers early in the morning (before 10:00 a.m.).  The female flowers are the ones with the little fruit behind them.  Don’t forget to ‘buzz’ when you do this (Just kidding!).

For more information on our sprawling leafy friends call the Houston County Extension Service at 542-2020 or visit our web site at http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston
